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 ROAD TIME 

Directors Corner 
Welcome to the Spring Riding Season! 
Now that we are having some days with sunshine and 
temperatures in the high 60s and 70s, I hope everyone is 
getting a chance to get out and ride.  This weekend, I am 
sure the “Tulip Traffic” was as bad as ever, with traffic 
backups. 
 

There are many upcoming events in the next several 
months both for NCHOG and North Cascades Harley-Davidson.  Here are 
some of the highlights for May and June: 
 

 On May 4th, our first Saturday Ride will be leaving North Cascades H-D 
at 9:00 AM.  Road Captains will be Rick and Ron. 

 Our Sunday meeting is May 5th.  Following the meeting, Jan and Jack 
will be leading a ride around the Skagit Valley. 

 The First Responders, Wounded Warrior Project and Military 
Appreciation BBQ will be at North Cascades H-D on May 11th.  There 
will be a dealership sponsored ride leaving at 9:45.  Food will be served 
at 11:00. Come in and show your support.  We will need a few volunteers 
to help with parking and organizing the ride.  We may also have a HOG 
table.  Signup sheets will be at the Sunday Meeting on May 5th. 

 

Don’t forget the Hog Trough at the Sports Keg in Burlington on May 16th.   

 

Sunday, May 19 will be our Third Sunday Ride.  Dick, Tom and Bob will be 
leading the ride.  This ride leaves at 9:00 AM from the Holiday Market gas 
station.  Dick will be discussing the destination at the Sunday Meeting. 
 

The FBR ride is over the Memorial Day weekend.  We have 12 bikes and 17 
people going this year so far. We will be leaving on Thursday, May 23rd with 
overnight stops in Wenatchee WA, Clarkston WA, Meridian ID., Bend OR. 
and Pateros WA. Home on either the 27th or 28th, depending on your 
personal schedule.  If you would like to go, please contact me.  Hotels are 
available.  director@northcascadeshog.com. 
 

Keith’s picnic ride is also scheduled.  From my records, it looks like this 
will be June 1.  More details will be forthcoming at the meeting. 
Vince’s Solstice ride is scheduled the weekend of June 21st -23rd, leaving on 
Friday and returning on Sunday.  Vince will have more details at the Sunday 
Meeting. 
(Cont next page) 
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There is additional information on these and other upcoming events in this newsletter and also 
online at northcascadesharley.com or northcascadeshog.com. 
 

At the last Sunday meeting, we passed out a Survey regarding NCHOG.  If you took the 
survey home with you, please bring it back to the May Sunday meeting.  We would like to get 
as many responses as possible and present the results at the June meeting.  You will also find 
the survey on page 14 of this Newsletter, if you would like a chance to “weigh in.”  
 

Ride safe and we will see you on the road. 
~Tom 

                

MAY 2019 ~~~ From The Editors Desk……….. 

Well, I must say, I was warned by those who should know, that submissions for the newsletter 
would wane as the year progressed. I’m finding this to be true. I’m going to give the benefit of 
the doubt to everyone because the crummy weather is passing, and the good weather is 
happening and folks have riding to do so to heck with writing stuff for the newsletter! Or so it 
seems…………..but……... I most certainly appreciate those that have contributed. 

No worries though, I’ve got a few stories of my own to tell. 

Unlike so many of our members, I didn’t start riding while still in diapers. No, I rode my first 
motorcycle when I was about 15. It didn’t belong to me but my friend, somehow, was willing 
to let me get on it and ride……….so I did! It was a 650 BSA. It sounded good and all I wanted 
to do was twist the throttle and go fast in a straight line. Since we lived in the city, I didn’t have 
much choice anyway. Anyway, that was my first “ride”. When I was 19, I bought a beat up 350 
Yamaha. The tank just sat on the frame and leaked gas, but I didn’t care. I sold it in 74 when I 
needed money to buy a house. 

My older brother Tim, whom I ride with each year, would let me ride his Honda 450 but only 
occasionally and that ended when I brought it back covered in mud from “straying” off the 
pavement. 

I always wanted a Harley-Davidson, because of the sound and the look. However, life, 
children, work etc. dictated that I would have to wait……….and I did. I moved to Washington 
State in 1978 and raised my family. It would be 2005 before I would ride again but the dream 
of owning a Harley never left me. As luck, and fate would have it, my good friend Stan Bryant 
had just purchased his first Harley at the ripe old age of 72 or so. He offered to sell me his 
Honda Shadow 1100 V-Twin. I thought, maybe I should ride for a bit and make sure I WANT 
to ride before I invest in that Harley that I’ve always dreamed of.    (Continued Page 9) 

 EDITED NOTES FROM THE EDITORS EDITORIAL 
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 From the desk of Catherine Dostart, Assistant Director, 
   NCHOG 

 

Did You Know? 
 

The 2019 WESTERN H.O.G. Rally is in Victorville, California September, 12, 13 & 14.  The 
entertainment has been booked and it looks like a great rally is in the works!   

Register at HOG.com click EVENTS then RALLY 
 

********* 
There are four kinds of H.O.G. memberships: 
Full, Associate, Full Life, and Associate Life 

 
Someone who owns a Harley-Davidson and joins H.O.G. can pay for others to be a H.O.G. 
member under their membership. (The people they sign up are not required to have a Harley-
Davidson).  An example of this would be getting a membership for the person who rides on 
back, or one of their young children who may not even be old enough to ride!  
Full and Associate memberships are cancelled when the Full member no longer pays their dues 
to the Harley Owners Group.    
 
At one of the past Harley Officer Training events, the speaker was commiserating the fact that 
if you purchase a LIFE membership for one of your young children, that child for the rest of 
their life, is a LIFE Member of H.O.G.  It requires paying the dollars for a LIFE Membership, 
but that’s it.   Another example is someone who’s in their 20’s 
and purchases a LIFE Membership, then later in life, sell their 
Harley-Davidson, they’re still a LIFE Member.  
Local dues are another story, if you chose to join one or more 
chapters, those dues are separate and you would pay them on a 
yearly basis to continue those membership.  You can join as 
many local chapters as you want.  You cannot be a member of 
any chapter unless your membership is current with H.O.G. 
(Harley Owners Group)   
 
              ~~Catherine 
 

 CATHERINE’S CORNER 
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    Hello to all NCHOG members!! 
 

Can you believe its May already, and the weather is getting better for some good bike riding! 
 

 The year is going by so fast and before you realize it summer will be here and gone...so stop 
talking about that big summer ride and get it planned! If you are not sure when and where you 
would like to ride to, hook up with one of the planned chapter rides or look at the dealer 
dealership challenge ride; any of them will get you out and about.  What is the dealership 
challenge you ask…..well, it is the “A to Z 2019 Challenge” and it will take you riding all over 
the state of Washington looking for specific landmarks, curiosities and points of interest.   Turn 
to page 12 for more specific information! 
Also, if you haven’t yet, make sure to get your bike mileage registered for RIDE 365.  We will 
need every mile counted in this yearly Chapter challenge! 
 

Currently we are around 115 members strong, and just a reminder, you need to keep your 
national HOG membership current to be able to maintain your membership with your local 
HOG Chapter.  
 

Beyond that, I came across this picture the other day…….THIS is where I got my 
motorcycle bug. 
 
So it’s not a 
Harley, but you 
gotta start            
somewhere!! 
 

Lets Ride! 
~Steve 
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THOUGHTS FROM CHAPLAIN MARK REEVE 

“SMALL STUFF” 
 

Just the title reminds many of the Richard Carlson quote;  “Don’t sweat 
the small stuff, and it is all small stuff.”  
 

“Something wonderful begins to happen with the simple realization that 
life, like a motorcycle, is steered by us, not by those not riding.”(slight 
alteration to his original quote). 
 

Titus 3:8 New International Version (NIV) 
8 This is a trustworthy saying. And I want you to stress these things, so that those 
who have trusted in God may be careful to devote themselves to doing what is 
good. These things are excellent and profitable for everyone. 

 

 SAFETY WITHIN 

 
I will close with one more Richard 
Carlson quote, (yes he has many);    
 
“Stress is nothing more than an 
acceptable form of mental 
illness.” 
 

 

Ride safe and stress free,   
~Chaplain Mark 
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 COOL STUFF 

NCHOG MEETING 
 

First Sunday meetings is at  American legion 
in Sedro-Woolley.  Meeting starts at 10 am 
but come early and enjoy a great breakfast 

for a small charge. Great opportunity to visit 
and find out what is going on in the            

upcoming month.  
 

OFFICERS MEETING 
The Officer meetings generally occur the 

Tuesday before the general meeting at 
5:30pm.  Location is Foothills Toyota.  

Check the calendar for the exact dates.  Any 
member is welcome to sit in at the Officers 

Meeting. 

Make sure you join 
NCHOG’s   

Facebook group at  
 

facebook.com/groups/nchog 
 
 

and visit our website: 
 

www.northcascadeshog.com 

LADIES OF 
HARLEY 

Encouraging women members to take 
an  active part in Chapter activities  

LOH Officer - Joan Oxford               
206-949-4916  

Third Tuesday of each month, we meet 
in the back room at Bob’s Burgers & 
Brew for camaraderie and good food.    
 

 HOG TROUGH 
Hog Trough Dinners are usually held once a 
month with surprise locations announced in 
advance.  Jan “Mr. Excitement has agreed to   
take over the coordination of this popular 
activity.  Jan plans on picking venues from a 
wider geographical area this year so that 
everyone will have a chance to attend one 
“closer to home.”   
 

Do you have a favorite neighborhood eatery 
to suggest?  One 
that would 
welcome a larger 
group of 
sometimes not-so-
quiet guests?  Let 
Jan know! 
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(Editor’s Desk—Cont from Page 3)   So, I bought Stan’s V-Twin and I put an amazing 4000 miles on 
it over the next 4 years (kidding about the amazing part). However, those amazing miles were mainly 
ridden when I would come home from work all trashed out about who knows what, get on that bike 
and go. I knew I wanted to ride for that very reason. Riding brought me peace of mind and a chance to 
get away from my stressful career. 

So, in August of 2009, I flew to Chicago to make a ride with my older brother (Incidentally, he was 
riding a Kawasaki Vulcan 1500 at the time but now rides an Ultra Classic). I always liked the classic 
look of a Harley, so I rented a Road King and toured Arkansas and Missouri with him. I came home, 
went to Skagit Harley, Stan introduced me to Jeff, and I bought a used 2006 Road King, Black, with 
2600 miles on it. Previous owner had done a Stage 1, chromed the heck out of it and added a few nice 
touches including the awesome Vance and Hines pipes with the down-turned tips. Love at first sight. 

This will be the 10th consecutive yearly ride with these brothers of mine. Tim lives in Chicago and I 
live here. So, we meet up each year and tour for a week or so. The meet up spot has varied from New 
Mexico to Colorado to Sturgis, Yellowstone and Glacier. One year I road to Chicago and then we 
toured down through rural Indiana, into Tennessee and the Tail of the Dragon, Blue Ridge Parkway 
and finally decided to head home somewhere in West Virginia. That ride was 6,700 miles in 14 days. 
Getting to our meeting spot, riding with Stan, has always been a big part of the trip too as he plans ex-
cellent routes! Several years back we had the distinction of being in Western Colorado as Stan crossed 
over 100,000 miles on his 2005 Dyna Wide-Glide. We stopped on the road south of Gateway so that a 
photo-op could document this momentous occasion. 

 Along the way awesome friends, including Stan and buddies Sammy and Mikey (that both go back to 
grade school), former NCHOG member Hill Hampton, Bob, Brian, Big Al and Stan’s brother Jerry 
have joined our yearly treks. We have traveled anywhere from 3,500 to 7,000 miles each year on these 
trips riding together. And lest I forget to mention all the interesting and nice people we’ve met along 
the way. 

Last year I bought a 2006 Electra Glide Classic from my brother when he upgraded to his new Ultra. I 
will be touring Illinois in mid-May this year and then our annual trip in mid-June on the bigger bike. I 
like the convenience and storage on the Electra Glide but miss 
the nimbler feel of the Road King. I still have both bikes but 
likely will tour on the new bike and keep the black one for the 
day rides. 

I am so blessed to be able to do this each year with my Harley 
friends. My Road King has provided me immense pleasure see-
ing the sights, smelling the smells, feeling the glory and great-
ness God has provided all around us. 

I hope you all have a great riding season. I hope you enjoy our 
newsletter too. As always, I appreciate the input from you all 
so we can keep this newsletter going and worthy of reading. 

Thanks, Jerry K 
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I get by with a little help from my friends…..  
SMILE! 
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SMILE! 
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 SAFETY FIRST 

What’s in YOUR toolbox? 
Thanks to Treasurer Len Northrup for submitting this months safety tip….. 
 
With the weather getting better and the itch to ride becoming increasingly noticeable, many of 
us are beginning to make plans for epic motorcycle road trips. I thought I would take a moment 
to talk about roadside breakdowns. I’m no expert, but from my personal experience, breaking 
down on the road can deflate even the most positive attitude. So how do you minimize the pos-
sibility, and if it does happen what do you need to get yourself back on the road? Everyone has 
their own opinion, but I thought I would share some thoughts on what works for me. 

First, many motorcycle breakdowns (accidents/mechanical failure aside) are mostly avoidable 
with regular maintenance, or at the very least a good once over prior to the start of the trip. 
Putting a little effort in there may keep you off the side of the road. Second, what type of main-
tenance can YOU realistically do on the side of the road? Everyone has different skills so be 
honest when it comes to you own skill set. 

Thirdly, tools take up space and add weight. It would be nice to have my Snap On tools chest 
and tools along just in case, but where would the luggage go? So, what do you bring? 

Motorcycle Tool Kit Essentials. Here’s where you need to do your homework. First, have a 
good look at your engine fasteners. Are they all Allen head? Are they all the same size? If so, 
you don’t need an actual Allen key set, just the one or maybe two. Do that over the whole bike 
and keep al look out for special fastening like Torx bolts that would need their own special 
tool. 

Next, look at the external nuts and bolts. You might get away with a small open/box wrench 
set, sized from ¼ to 5/8”but if not buy a good quality short handled adjustable wrench, or bet-
ter still, a good ¼” socket se with sockets sized from ¼ to 5/8”, a ¼ in. dry id usually smaller 
and fits into tighte4r spaces. A screwdriver is another essential and these days you can get the 
most amazing multi-bit screwdrivers with heads that fit inside the handle. The bits you need 
are tiny slot head for electrical repair, a large slot head and a large and small Phillips. You can 
even get them with Torx and Allen key bits and if you get one of thee sets you can get rid of 
the separate Allen and Torx key sets mentioned above. It all comes down to homework and the 
ore you do the more compact you can get your road kit. 

Last but not least you should include a good quality multi tool. This is a great addition to your 
kit and worth it’s weight in gold. There are lots of these on the market so once again, see what 
the come with.  (Continued on Page 14) 
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Brought to you by your local 
Ladies of Harley Chapter… 
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(Toolbox, Continued from Page 12)  The rule of thumb is simple with all the above-mentioned 
tools, buy the best you can afford. 

Other Useful Items to Pack: 

The tool side of things are pretty much taken care of with the addition of some nylon zip ties, a 
spark plug tool and spark plugs, and a small roll of electrical tape. I also carry a short piece of 
transparent ¼” hose that can be used to siphon gas from your buddy’s bike if needed. 

You will also want to carry spare fuses for each size that your bike uses. Having more that 1 of 
each size is important. It might take one or two to find the problem. 

As for the tires, check your bike and get the right repair kt. Some repair kits can tackle tubed 
and tubeless (so check what type of tires you have). In addition, the most important thing is to 
have a CO2 canister or a small battery-operated compressor to inflate the tire. Without one of 
these you aren’t going anywhere. Don’t worry if you’ve never had to plug a tire before. You-
Tube is brilliant for “how-to” videos or you can just talk to other bikers and see what kit they 
take on big trips. 

However, if the thought of getting your hands dirty fills you with dread, all is not lost. There’s 
a tool kit just for you. It consists of 3 items. A credit card. A corkscrew to open you Chateau 
Mouton Rothschild and the phone number of a breakdown recovery service on speed dial.  
Cheers!      
      ~Len 
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MAY EVENTS 
All events are open to every HOG member.  If you have any 
questions, please feel free to contact any officer for more 

information!  Lets Ride! 
Tuesday, April 30TH —NCHOG Officers Meeting.  5:30pm-6:30(ish).  All HOG 
members are welcome.  Foothills Toyota Conference Room, 1881 Bouslog Road Burlington  
Saturday, May 4th —First Saturday Ride.  9:00 am to 3:00 pm.  Meet in the 
parking lot at North Cascades Harley Davidson, 1337 S Goldenrod Rd, Burlington. 
Sunday, May 5th — HOG Chapter Meeting.  American Legion Hall, 701 Murdock 
Street, Sedro-Woolley.  Breakfast served at 8:30, meeting starts at 10:00.  All members are 
encouraged to attend!  After meeting ride...please join us! 

Saturday, May 11th                                                               
Military & First Responder Appreciation Day at North Cascade Harley Dealership         

It all begins with a group ride staging at 9:45 with kickstands up between 10 and 10:30.  See 
NCHD website for route.  Lunch will be served afterward around 11:30. 

Thursday, May 16th — HOG Trough, 5:30-7:00 at Sports Keg Restaurant Lounge, 
1660 S Burlington Blvd.  Great food and Great company!  No RSVP required.                
Sunday, May 19th — 3rd Sunday Ride.  9-9:30. Meet at Holiday Market, 887 
Nevitt Rd. Burlington 
Tuesday, May 21st — Ladies of Harley Meeting, 5:30 at Bob’s Burgers & Brew, 
9394 Old Hwy 99, Burlington for camaraderie and good food!                                           
May 5/23—5/28 — Flacid Buns Ride.  See Directors Corner on Page 2 for details. 
Tuesday, May 28th — NCHOG Officers Meeting.  5:30pm-6:30(ish).  All HOG 
members are welcome.  Foothills Toyota Conference Room, 1881 Bouslog Road Burlington  
 
 

A REMINDER FROM HEAD ROAD CAPTAIN, RON H.~ 

Daylight Savings time = More hours to ride! 
Which means all rides will now leave at 9:00 

a.m. 
 

Next Road Captain Meeting date, time and place to be announced. 
All are welcome to join.   
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At the last Sunday meeting, we passed out a Survey regarding NCHOG.  If you took the survey home with 
you, please bring it back to the May Sunday meeting.  If you didn't get a chance to fill one out, we would ap-
preciate it if you would take the time now and bring it with you to the Sunday meeting. We would like to get 
as many responses as possible and present the results at the June meeting.   
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APRIL 2019 MINUTES 
4/7/2019 NCHOG Sunday Meeting  Approximately 47 in attendance.  
 
Chaplain Mark with information about Easter service at his church and an Easter ride afterwards to the Village 
Tap for lunch.  
Quotes Romans 12 and a short prayer.  
Introduced new member Bern Miller who rides a yellow Switchback.  
Dwayne.  2 riders show up for the 1st Saturday Ride.  
Len.  We got money.  Books are open.  
Former members/new members Fredrico and Melissa introduced.  
Dealership news.  Need volunteers for the Season Opener 4/13.  There will be the big "Bike Reveal", food 
truck, motorcycle safety people, demo rides of HD and Royal Enfield and the Royal Enfield give-away.  
Jan not present but Tom shares......4/14 is the Rifle Shoot.  4/18 is the Hog Trough in Conway.  5/12 is the 
mini-golf tourney.  
Road Captain meeting 4/13 Denny's Mount Vernon.  No Easter Sunday ride is planned.  
A get well quick card is passed for Mike Downing.  
BP shares a safety related message about a monkey.  
Steve says we have about 113 members.  
Dwayne notes the Vintage Motorcycle Show in Lynden coming up 4/27.  
Terry says the website is up to date.  
Ron says patches are available.  
Editor asks the members to send pictures to help Jack out.  
Pam Reeves tells us that Darcy has had surgery.  
JD and Chrissie are rumored to be getting married.  
FBR 5/23-5/28.  Currently 12 bikes are going.  Sisters Ride in late July/early August.  
Vince Solstice Ride 6/21-24.  
Keith's Picnic Ride.  TBA  
Pass patches given to John G. and Tom L.  
A-Z Challenge info on the website and at the dealer.  
Director Tom distributes the member Questionnaire.  
Jerry C.  9/25-30.  Reno Street Vibrations.  
Len's neighbor has a 2013 Fat Boy with 500 miles on it for sale. Get with Len if you want details.  
Stan got a new bike.  
This is the last Rolling Thunder.  
Dwayne receives his Road Captain patch.  
LOH is 4/16 with Monica in charge.  LOH is working on fun things.  
Free breakfast is won by Pam.  
Joanie wins the door prize.  
Debbie wins the 50/50.  
Tom suggests folks bring parts they want to sell to the next meeting.  
Mark says a short closing prayer.  
Meeting adjourned at 11 am.  
 

 LOOK WHAT YOU MISSED!  




