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Ahoy NCHOG Family,  
 

It's hard to believe we are coming up to the end of 2021, but what a year it has been!  Considering the challenges we've faced over the last year 
and a half our Chapter has been fairly busy.  With membership meetings back to the Legion Hall, LOH at Bob's, 1st and 3rd Sun/Sat  rides, 
weather permitting, well attended rides to Jerry and Doni's Barbeque, the Habitat for Humanity Poker Run, and our Chapter Picnic with Sound 
Chapter we've had plenty of opportunities for riding.  Also I'm excited to say we are planning our Chapter Christmas party, December 6th, with 
more fun and tom foolery for all!  WIth all of these events I'd like to thank all of those who volunteer and those who participate.  We could not have 
been as successful as we have been without any of you!  
 

While I'm grateful for everyone in our Chapter,  I'd like to give a special shout out to our members who  make our events organized, working for us 
behind the scenes, having our meetings, picnics, rides, event schedules and newsletters up to date for the rest of us to enjoy.  
 

Rick Leason, Patch Coordinator,  and Donna Craighead, Master Organizer!, you're both amazing kind hearted people!  You've opened your home 
to us hosting a rest stop on a 3rd Saturday ride. you both attend every Officer and Membership Meeting  bringing our Chapter patches organized, 
working with individual members and Chapter orders, making sure everything is exactly what we want.    
 

Pam and Mark Reeves, our Chapter Chaplins.  Your spiritual dedication to both North Cascade and Puget Sound Chapters is greatly appreci-
ated.  Being involved as much as you both are in two Chapters is impressive.  
 

Jeannie GIlbert!  You have a way of waving your wand over the internet accomplishing what I consider absolute magic!  When it looked like we lost 
our web page, not once but twice!, you repaired it in less than a day.  You never cease to amaze me with how quickly you manage our webpage 
calendar in addition to adding photos of rides and events.  
 

Bob Tisdale, thank you for jumping into organizing  NCHOG Chapter Activities these last few months.  Your help, and past experience with 
NCHOG, plays a vital part in our fun and tom foolery!  I must say you had our Chapter Picnic food spot on, making for a great day!  
 

Chrissy and Steve!  You both are so much fun to have in our corner supporting LOH.  Your enthusiasm and cheerful demeanor make it fun at any 
event you are at! 
 

Doni Stull, our caring and compassionate Editor and Historian.  NOCHOG Newsletters would certainly not be the same without you at the 
helm.  The cartoons, quips, colorful photos and gentle nudges for us to get our submissions in are why we have such a great newsletter.  Also, 
your spearheading of getting folks to advertise for a fee enabled us to publish our newsletter in color.  This has certainly helped prospective mem-
bers reach out to us when they see our newsletter showcased at Sound Harley.  
 

Stan Bryant, our Safety Officer,  you have a talent of reminding us how important  safety is while making it fun and interesting.  With a room full of 
adult, yes I just called us adults, lol,  learners, it's hard to keep things light and fun when presenting such an important topic and you, my friend, do 
it well.   
 

Dwane Porter....Our gentle, kind and easy going Head Road Captain.  I can't thank you enough for stepping up to this position.  Even though you 
work 70 plus hours a week you manage to find time to plan rides for us.  And they are great rides!   Your knowledge of our road system might only 
be second to Roger Valentine's! I'm always excited when I'm gearin up for a ride I know you planned.  
 

Mike Gilbert, Treasurer, you gave us a scare in September!  We are all so grateful you are ok, on the mend and  home with Jeannie.  Your contin-
ued support of NCHOG over the last two years have earned you a gold medal. When we lost our dealership and were having our swansong chap-
ter meeting you had a plan!  You approached Ty Miller, and I'm certain in your very own positive way of presenting situations, showed him how nice 
it would be for Sound Harley to sponsor NCHOG.  And he said YES!  We all have our Chapter and thank you for it!   
 

Jerry Keating, Secretary, thank you for taking on the Secretary position.  When we found out we had a new sponsor at the 11th hour we needed a 
secretary to fill the 4 primary Officer roles needed for a chapter. Your consistency, tenacity and tribal knowledge of NCHOG and guidance over the 
last year have been a benefit for us all.   
 

John Garrigues, Assistant Director, Photographer,  I will always call you John G, you have been a champion of NCHOG from the start.  It's no sur-
prise you were awarded Volunteer of the year in 2019!  You will do well as Director of NCHOG. Your acceptance of this responsibility has made it 
easier for me to step away from my Director role.  
 

While trying to find the right words complimenting each of you on a job well done, I thought of Ronald Regan when he said, " Surround yourself with 
the best people you can find, delegate authority, and don't interfere as long as the policy you've decided upon is being carried out."  We did this as 
a Team and  NCHOG is alive and well! 
 

This will be my last Director submission as I'm resigning my Officer role effective October 31, 2021. I've made many many friends through NCHOG 
and hope to continue those friendships.  I want to thank each of you for your support over the last 2 years, and while it's difficult,  it's time for me to 
step away.  
 

Sincerely, Donna Mae 
Director, NCHOG 
 



 

 
 

ASSISTANT DIRECTOR 

 

We are the North Cascade Harley Owner’s Group, chapter #476701.  Our 
supporting dealership is Sound Harley-Davidson, owned and operated by Ty 
Miller.  I found this quote in an email from our HOG Western Regional Manager, 
Chris Harrison.  “Don’t worry about the folks who don’t show up. Focus on 
creating great vibes for those who do. That’s what it’s all about.”. 

 

That’s what the officers of NCHOG are all about too.  Our role is to make all of our 
HOG meetings and activities be something where those who attend will feel 
welcome and a part of our chapter.  Let’s focus on those who participate in the 
meetings, rides, HOG Trough and activities.  If you are reading this and you don’t 
attend any events, that’s OK.  You can start attending anytime you are ready.  If 
you wish to share your reasons for not attending, please send email to me at 
johng-nchog@comcast.net 

 

We know that our Canadian friends would like to attend our events. We are all 
looking forward to reconnecting once the border reopens for everyone.   

 

I look forward to seeing you all soon at our next meeting or event.  Join us when 
you can and remember to bring some good vibes to keep it fun. 
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FROM THE DESK OF  
JOHN G.,  

ASSISTANT DIRECTOR 
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Look for us 
on Facebook! 

 
Stay in touch with group 
activities, latest update 
and member comments. 

Submit pictures and enjoy others.  It’s easy to 
log on to Facebook and it’s easy to stay up to 
date with chapter postings!   
   https://www.facebook.com/groups/nchog/ 
 
 

 

and while you are clicking 
around and surfing 

around….visit our website: 
 

www.northcascadeshog.com 

NCHOG MEETING 
 

First Sunday of every month at the American 
Legion Hall in Sedro-Woolley.  Breakfast 

served from 8:30-10.   For $8 you can have a 
made to order breakfast cooked and served by 
the Ladies of the American Legion.  Meeting 

starts at 10:00, and typically lasts an hour. 
Kickstands up at 11:30 for The First Sunday 

Ride following the meeting. 
 
 

 

OFFICERS MEETING 
Officers Meetings are held once a month at 

5:30 pm the Tuesday before the First Sunday 
Meeting.  All members are welcome to attend 

upstairs at the Foothills Toyota Dealer in 
Burlington, Washington 

HOG TROUGH! 
Weird Name, Popular Event.   

Non-hosted  get-together at various area eating establishments...everyone is 
invited to please come and enjoy time with friends, good food, and generally 
lots of tall tales.  Activities Director Bob Tisdel strives to choose diverse 
locations and cuisines, and it is always guaranteed to be a good time.  If you 
think you want to join us, an RSVP to Bob at 425-876-9636 or responding to 

the event page at NCHOG Facebook is much appreciated, but last minute guests are always welcomed, 
whether it be by motorcycle, car or helicopter! 

 

Tuesday, October 12th:   Jamestown Saloon, 19711 Smokey Point Blvd, Arlington. 5:30pm   Used to be 
The Stump Tavern...different name but still offering tasty pub fare; burgers, sandwiches, chili, fish n chips and 
more. Lower end pricing and upper end quantity & quality.  
Monday, October 25th:   Lorenzos Mexican Restaurant in Sedro-Woolley, 221 Central St, 5:30pm   
Absolutely delicious! Friendly staff and great service.   
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From the Desk of NCHOG Secretary, Jerry 
Keating………………….. 
 

Speaking for myself, 2020 was almost a completely lost 
year when it came to riding.  I know I rode a fraction of 
my normal miles.  The times I did get out were short trips 
and I only went on one overnighter that unfortunately 
happened over a rainy weekend.  That being said, those 
times when I did get out things pretty much got instantly 
better the moment I left the driveway.  Once in the 
saddle again and heading down the road I heard the big 

twin through those distinctive pipes.  I started to feel the wind against my face, neck and 
chest.  My body starting with my shoulders, began to relax and continued down my arms.  I 
could smell all those fragrances that are part of our everyday life except we rarely notice 
them unless we are on our motorcycles.  I saw and noticed so many things that we usually 
just drive by when in our cage.  I had no problem with waving to folks in their yards as they 
looked up from their chores hearing me approach.  They always waved back.  (That alone is 
enough to make a guy smile.) 
I was in charge again, on my own time, my own terms, in the wind and feeling alive again. 
This year, thankfully, has been quite a bit different.  Not back to what passed for “usual,” but 
there were a lot more short trips and several memorable overnighters.  We’ve done 
breakfast runs and dinner runs.  I was able to meet up with my “posse” and tour central and 
western Colorado for a 10-day trip.  Early in September Doni and I did a 6-day trip with my 
older brother and his wife that included the Oregon Coast, Redwood National Park, Crater 
Lake, Central Oregon mountains, the Old Columbia River Highway, Central Washington 
State and back home over Stevens Pass.  My only disappointment so far this year is I’ve yet 
to make the North Cascades run over to Winthrop for lunch.  Maybe there is still time and 
decent weather for that.  We shall see.   
It is no secret that we are all still being affected by the effects of the Covid.  There are most 
certainly those that have become sick and some of us personally know of someone that has 
passed away during the pandemic.  Not to discount either of those tragic things but I must 
say that even with the continuing masking requirements and such the situation in general 
has really improved.  People are moving about mostly freely.  People are interacting again, 
smiling, talking (albeit behind masks) and mostly doing the walk of life again.  It’s a bit of a 
bummer that our summer appears to be pretty much over and yet, as we all know, we are 
blessed that we can ride throughout the year as we frequently have decent weather to ride 
in. 
Riding a motorcycle is in fact magic.  Having a partner or friend or friends to ride with is even 
better.  Toss in the fact that we ride a Harley-Davidson and, well, life is good, isn’t it? 
 
Stay safe.  Be kind.  Hope to see you all soon. 
 
~Secretary Jerry 
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NCHOG Treasurer 
Report October 2021  

“WE HAVE 
MONEY!!!” 

 

  

MEETS TUESDAY, OCTOBER 19TH, 5:30                      
DINNER & MEETING AT BOB’S BURGERS IN 

BURLINGTON! 
ALL RIDERS, PASSENGERS AND CHAUFFERS ARE WELCOME! 

LADIES OF HARLEY 

GOOD NEWS!!!  OCOTBER 4TH IS NOT ONLY NATIONAL TACO DAY...IT IS ALSO 
NATIONAL VODKA DAY!   HERE ARE SOME OTHER NOTABLE HOLIDAYS IN 

OCTOBER: 
 

October 1st:       National Homemade Cookie Day 
October 3rd:      National Kevin Day 
October 8th:       National Fluffernutter Day 
October 13th:      International Skeptics Day 
October 13th:      National Transfer Money to Your Son Day 
October 15th:      National I Love Lucy Day 
October 17th:      Eminem's Birthday 
OCTOBER 22ND:     INTERNATIONAL CAPS LOCK DAY 
October 23rd:        Slap Your Annoying Co-Worker Day 
October 30th :      National Text Your Ex Day 
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What a great picnic we had this year. 

You know when there is that much rain, and no games 
were unpacked, but we all had a great time anyway 
...we truly have a great family! 

     Many people spent Sunday and many days prior 

to make this years picnic happen as smooth as it was 

Thanks for Donna and Mike putting both groups 
together, John Garrigues for his excel spreadsheets, 
Bob Tisdel for shopping, Pam Reeves for all her 
efforts, and Dave Amlin, just to name a few. 
 

      
 
Great to see us all 
together, 

     Chaplain Mark 



 

 

 

SAFETY WITHOUT 

 

 

OCTOBER 2021 Safety Officers 
Report by Stan Bryant…… 

 

 
The company from which I retired (Ma Bell) had at this time of the year a safety 
program called SOND.  It stood for September, October, November, December.   

The story behind that saying is that we have to been geared to good weather, good 
roads, good traction, good visibility, etc.  As the season changes, we need to change 
our thought process about riding.  We need to be aware that the above conditions will 
change and we need to change with it.   

Wet roads reduce traction to about 75-80% of dry roads. So don't be too aggressive in 
turns or add a lot of power in the turns.  We only have X amount of traction and we 
have to stay within those limits, or --------------.  Is there any feeling quite like going into 
a corner too fast?  How about losing traction in a turn?  Oh Boy!  Not good.   

Y'all be safe out there in these changing climes  
 

Be safe…………..ALWAYS! 
 

                                      ~Stan……….. 
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Hidey, Ho! Ladies and Gentlemen! 
 
I think my topic for this month will be about Wildlife! 
No..No..No... not the Wild Life, the human life from the 
late teens to as long as the late 20s to early 30s (and 
some never grow up). I'm talking about, "Wildlife." This 
type includes, squirrels, rabbits, skunks, (phew), coyotes, 
deer, and maybe even bears. We can even include 
birds, and let's add domesticated cats and dogs.  
This is the time of year when the wildlife is busy storing up 

food and supplies for the winter months, while at the same time looking to sew their 
wild oats for the next set of offspring. During this period (the males especially) are 
running around with only one thing on their minds! (Hmm, this sounds vaguely 
familiar). This can be very dangerous for them as well as for us. Speaking recently 
with a friend, the mama bear will cross the road with a couple of cute, cuddly 
looking baby bears in tow (really, they look cute and cuddly, but, "Steer Clear," 
Mama is in the area) upon seeing the headlights coming at them, they will freeze 
up! Not knowing what to do. Kinda like "deer in the headlights."  Most of us have had 
that experience! Or those thievin’  squirrels stealing the walnuts off of our tree. They 
then dash across the highway with the neighbors dog or dogs in hot pursuit!  
Even the birds are in on the action. I'm not sure how many times I've had to duck out 
of the way because it was looking as if a bird was heading towards my head, which 
means Stephanie has to also be on her toes to avoid getting hit by the bird that 
missed me.  
Most of this activity comes from dusk thru dawn, but that doesn't mean it can't 
happen during the daylight hours as well. (Dogs and squirrels). Just be aware, don't 
get so transfixed on the awesomeness of 
the ride and forget that we also share this 
beautiful place with the other wildlife. We 
all, including the wildlife, want to get 
home to our families and friends. Have 
fun, ride safe, and enjoy the beautiful 
place we all get to live in.  
 
        ~~Dwane, 
                Head Road Captain 
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A THREE TRIKE RIDE 
 

Thank you to Dennis Streich for so perfectly articulating why we all ride.  Perfect days and great friends...the 
smell, the feel , the colors and the warm sun.  It doesn't get much better. 
 

      Okay, it’s the weekend, a three-day weekend at that. I’m setting around the house making up excuses in 
my mind about why I didn’t make any riding plans. It’s Labor Day weekend I thought, the roads are going to 
be jammed… 

      Just then, a text comes in from Brenda:  
     ‘Hey, Dennis, Jimmy and I are going to do a three-pass ride on Monday. Would you like to go?’ Without 
hesitation I responded: ‘You bet, what’s the plan?’ 
      At 0800 the next morning we departed our meeting spot and were on our way to Steven’s Pass. Our V-
Twins roared when we turned off I-5 and onto Highway 2. The weather was good and to my delight, the traf-
fic was light as we thundered through Monroe, then Sultan, Startup and Gold Bar. As we climbed toward Ste-
vens Pass, the steep hillsides to the North were showing the beginning of falls beautiful colors. It looked like a 
fire going up the massive slopes without the fire. Beautiful! 

We had already made a stop or two before arriving at Nason Creek Rest Area, just before the 59er 
Diner. From there, Jimmy suggested we go through Plain. Perfect, I thought! I hadn’t been that way for quite 
a while and was anxious to reacquaint myself with the area. So, off we went back down highway 2 just past 
the 59er Diner and then left at Coles Corner onto SR 207. I had forgotten how twisty and curvy the road was 
once we got on the Chumstick Highway, perfect for motorcycles! I had forgotten how beautiful the sparsely 
populated road was as we navigated the hills, valleys and switch-backs that would eventually lead us to the 
East end of Leavenworth. What a great start to a day of riding.  

Leaving Leavenworth, we headed East again on Highway 2 until we reached 97A which took us north 
along the west side of the Columbia River toward Chelan. We stopped at Rocky Reach Dam for a quick break. 
It was nice taking in the warm desert air and scenery; the red rocky cliffs and sage brush on one side and the 
mighty Columbia on the other, the sun warming are bodies and souls.   

Once we reached Chelan, Jimmy led us to a favorite old haunt of his, The Lakeview Drive-In where we 
enjoyed burgers, chicken strips, fries and chocolate shakes along with lots of friendly folks enjoying them-
selves. Can’t go wrong there! After lunch we made our way through Chelan, then north toward Pateros 
where, just the month earlier we had joined Pam and Mark and other 
friends for a weekend getaway.  

Our plan was to return via the North Cascades Highway through 
Methow, Twisp and finally connecting with highway 20 at Winthrop. 
The North Cascades highway is always a fun ride. We stopped at the 
Ross Lake Overlook for a final rest where we met some Israelis that 
were fascinated with our trikes and took lots of pictures saying, “we 
don’t have three wheelers in Israel. I wished we had more time to visit 
with them but the sun was dictating we keep moving.  

With the sun as our constant companion, we continued on until 
we got to Rockport and headed for Darrington. That stretch of beauti-
ful road gave us some relief from the sun staring us in the face until 
finally turning west toward Arlington and home.  

Ahhh, nothing like an almost four hundred mile ride to clear out 
the cobwebs.    ~Dennis 



 

 

 

IN OUR FAMILY 
MEMBER MILESTONES, NEWS & UPDATES 

 *We are happy to report that MICHAEL GILBERT is 
well on his way to recovery from a heart attack 
earlier this month. He sends smiles and much 
thanks to the overwhelming outpour of support. 
 

* October 2nd DONNA CRAIGHEAD and RICK 
LEESON celebrate their thirty-ninth wedding 
anniversary. They met through an ad in a Tempe, AZ 
singles paper and were married six-weeks later. Rick 
says he asked her to marry him on the 4th 
date..Who said it wouldn’t last?   Time flies when 
you're having fun!  Congratulations you two! 
 

*Just got an update from our friend Jack Robinson 
who now lives in Southern California.  He has been 
working on setting up a small shop with his son 
Anthony, and they are excited that is just about 
finished  (Anthony builds and shows custom dream 
bikes).  He is happy to have  found a nice group of 
people with the Antelope Valley HOG Chapter and 
has been on a few rides to Las Vegas, Venture and 
up and down the coast.  He and Anthony have been 
to a few bike shows and last weekend took the new 
bike to the Born Free Show in LA.  He sends his love 
and a great BIG air hug to all of NCHOG! 
 

*Our resident quilt maker JUDY 
DUCKEN had 4 quilts in the fair this 
year and took home 4 blue ribbons!  
The quilt pictured here also received a 
Peoples Choice Award. In September 
her  daughter Kaitlin, an artisan in her 
own right was awarded 3rd place out 
of 77 entries at the Rio Grande Sierra 
Club’s Annual Recyled Art Virtual Art Show for 
creating beautiful earrings out of recycled glass.  
Check them out at <riograndesierraclub.org> 
 
 

*Every winter at a research station in the South 
Pole, 50 people are left totally isolated for 8 
months. An annual tradition for the personnel is the 
back to back watching of the 3 “The Thing” films. 

*If you get a chance go on our NCHOG Facebook page 
and check out the pictures from 
Germany posted by Vince Danner.  
Vince is a past Director and long-time 
member of NCHOG.  He moved to 
Germany a couple years ago and is now 
involved in a HOG Chapter there...it 
has been fun following his adventures.   
 

*STEVE & LYNN ROGERS just returned from their 
annual trip to the Salt Flats  in Bonneville where Steve 
has been a competitor for __ years at the Motorcycle 
Land Speed Trials.  We held our breath as Lynne 
reported in every day with the results and the 
issues...including Steve’s complete engine change out in 
the middle of the competition!  (Front page photo).   
 

*We have some new bike updates from Chapter 
members;  DONI STULL just bought a 2020 HD  
Freewheeler  (black, of course) and after taking the 
three-wheeled motorcycle safety 
course in Anacortes, got her 
endorsement  (and JERRY has had a 
hard time keeping track of her since)!  
She took the class with JOANNE 
VALENTINE  who has recently traded in 
her HD Heritage for a beautiful 2021 
Can Am SpyderRTL (Blue!)!  The ladies 
report that the class was fun and 
informative, particularly this  1974 Yamaha; complete 
with sidecar! 
 

*PAM REEVES tells us that she will be retiring from the 
school district at the end of September!  
Congratulations Pam!  More time for riding and 
Grandkids!!  Also joining the retiree ranks is JOHN 
GARRIGUES, who will be leaving the work force early 
2022.  Lucky for NCHOG, John is using his new found 
time wisely ...already planning  several long group road 
trips for us next year!   

 Do you have news, updates or milestones you would like to share with your NCHOG friends and family?  
Please send to the editor at <Wagnerhill2019@gmail.com>     US4417151   
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DID YOU KNOW THAT 
FOOTHILLS TOYOTA HAS 
BEEN DONATING A VERY 

NICE COMFORTABLE 
CONFERENCE ROOM FOR 
MANY YEARS WHERE WE 

HAVE OUR OFFICERS 
MEETINGS?  

 

This month we are happy to 
have them featured as new 

advertisers in our Newsletter.  
They asked us to pass on to our 
members that they are definitely 
in the market to buy used cars 

right now!  Help us support the 
folks that support us! 
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 THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS FOR HELPING TO SUPPORT NCHOG! 
DON’T FORGET TO SUPPORT THEM WHEN YOU NEED THEIR SERVICES! 

NOTARY SERVICES      
From Doni Stull 

 

AVAILABLE BEFORE AND AFTER EVERY NCHOG 
MEETING.  SPECIAL $6.00 FEE FOR HOG 

MEMBERS (regularly $8.00) 
 

donellstull@hotmail.com                               
425.478.3037 
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OCTOBER 2021 CALENDAR 
 

 
Tuesday, September 28th — Officers Meeting  5:30 pm upstairs at Foothills 
Toyota in Burlington. All members are welcome! 
Sunday, October 3rd — General Membership Meeting.  Sedro-Woolley 
American Legion Hall.  A fabulous breakfast is cooked and served to order by the 
Ladies of the American Legion from 8:30-10:00 for $8.00 and the meeting starts 
promptly at 10:00.  Meetings generally last an hour.  All are encouraged to attend. 
Sunday, October 3rd — First Sunday Ride directly after the General Membership 
Meeting.  Kick stands up usually by 11:30.  Watch our Facebook page for more 
information on the ride. 
Tuesday, October 12th:  — Hog Trough at Jamestown Saloon, 19711 Smokey 
Point Blvd, Arlington. 5:30pm  offering tasty pub fare; burgers, sandwiches, chili, 
fish n chips and more. Lower end pricing and upper end quantity & quality.  
Saturday, October 16th — 3rd Saturday Ride.  Leaves from Holiday Market in 
Burlington. Start time and route TBD.  Watch our Facebook page for more details. 
Tuesday, October 19th — Ladies of Harley Dinner and Meeting.  Time and place 
to be determined. 
Monday, October 25th — Hog Trough at  Lorenzos Mexican Restaurant in Sedro
-Woolley, 221 Central St, 5:30pm   A second chance to get together for dinner and 
beverages!  Friendly staff and great service.   
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tuesday, November 2nd — Officers Meeting  5:30 pm upstairs at Foothills 
Toyota in Burlington. All members  are welcome! 
Sunday, November 6th — General Membership Meeting.  Sedro-Woolley 
American Legion Hall.  A fabulous breakfast is cooked and served to order by the 
Ladies of the American Legion from 8:30-10:00 for $8.00 and the meeting starts 
promptly at 10:00.  Meetings generally last an hour.  All are encouraged to attend. 
Sunday, November 6th — First Sunday Ride directly after the General 
Membership Meeting.  Kick stands up usually by 11:30.  Watch our Facebook 
page for more information on the ride. 
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Fall weather always brings a little bit of a sadness with it as we see the days shortening and the sun dwindling.  For those 
who ride it tends to incur  an almost manic feeling to get in all the riding that you can while the days are temperate and 
the mornings crisp.  It’s also a time when we see a lot of bikes on the road as everyone strive to squeeze in that one last 
ride or road trip before the rain.   

I was lucky enough to be one of those road trippers this year as Jerry and I finally had a chance to plan a trip we have been 
looking forward to for a couple of years.  We spent 6 days touring through my childhood stomping grounds; Oregon and 
extreme Northern California, and we invited Jerry’s brother and sister-in-law from Chicago.   

Finally the morning arrived!  We saddled up at 8:00am on Thursday, September 9th and pointed our bikes south.  While 
it was a little chilly that first morning the adrenaline was high as we headed out the back roads through Carnation and 
down Issaquah-Hobart road heading for our first stop, breakfast at Krain Corner.  From there we continued our ride 
through dairy and farmlands, a short 20 mile jaunt on I-5 , exiting at Long View and crossing the beautiful Columbia 
River and that sweet Oregon air!  (did I mention that I am a true Oregonian at heart?).   We stopped for the night in 
Seaside...dinner and a walk along the Boardwalk as the sun set completed our day. 

Friday morning brought typical Oregon Coast weather with dense fog and slight drizzle, but it didn’t “dampen” our 
enthusiasm!  We continued down the coast and were rewarded when the fog burned off about noon, never to be seen 
again.  For the next two days we toured small towns with names like Nehalem, Cloverdale, Haystack and 
Yachats….enjoying the views from bridges and rivers, and from atop the high bluffs, with the Majestic Pacific spread out 
before us.   

On Saturday we crossed over the border into Crescent City, California and turned east on Highway 199 which has been 
dubbed the “Redwood Highway,” and we were not disappointed.  A 16 mile stretch of S-turns that left us speechless with 
awe as it snaked between Coastal Redwoods upwards of 200 feet tall and measuring 10-20’ in diameter.  After a  stop at 
my folks house in Kerby to strip off gear in the 85 degree heat, eat home-canned tuna sandwiches and collect hugs, we 
found ourselves bedded down in Grants Pass.   Sunday morning brought the ride up Hwy 62 and negotiating 11 miles of 
switchbacks up to the top of Mount Mazama was a thrill...but it was eclipsed by Jerry, Tim and Kay's first view of Crater 
Lake.  If you haven't been there….GO!  It is an otherworldly experience that you will not soon forget.  Leaving Crater 
Lake we headed for Sisters and a sweet little hotel off the beaten path that has yet to be “discovered.”  Walking into town 
we headed for margaritas and Mexican food and planned our next days ride.  The weather was still holding and we 
decided to explore the Oregon side of the Columbia River Gorge.  On Monday the Old Columbia River by-way was a 
riders dream through dense forests on a narrow two lane, with glorious views of the Columbia River, Vista House, 17 
waterfalls, Bonneville Dam, Multnomah Falls,  and on into the Dalles for the night. 

Tuesday we pointed our tires towards home via the Klickitat River Highway...another “must do” for riders.  A challenging 
highway with lots of scenery, culminating into a one lane road that climbs  1000 feet in roughly one mile.  Anyway, it was 
a trip to remember and  other than a few sore muscles and buns, God smiled on us the entire trip!  Cheers!  Doni 
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