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DIRECTORS CORNER 
I want to welcome new members to the North Cascades Harley Owners Group 
(NCHOG). Receiving this newsletter for the first time?  Congratulations on your new 
Harley-Davidson!  We hope to see you at our NCHOG meetings and on some of our 
upcoming rides and activities. 
 

Our next Sunday Meeting is our annual BBQ and Picnic.  This will be on Sunday 
September 8th at the shelters in Washington Park in Anacortes.  The meeting will be 
short and starting at 10 AM, with the picnic to follow.  All food is provided, just show 
up! There will be a ride from the dealership to the Picnic leaving from the dealership.  
Watch for the ride time. 
 

North Cascades Harley Davidson has activities planned for September. The dealership 
will have the Oyster Run parties.  Check these out in the newsletter.  Please note, we 
will need volunteers for the Saturday event.  I will have sign-up sheets at the Sunday 
meeting.  We especially need our “servers” to help with the Beer Garden.  Be sure to 
bring your “server” card. 
 

It is time to start thinking about NCHOG Chapter Officers for 2020.  At the October 
meeting, we will begin the nominations for officers, which continue at the November 
meeting.  The election is at the December meeting.  All officer positions are available 
for nominations.  Please think about serving 
as an NCHOG Chapter Officer.  It’s always 
good to get more members involved and get 
new and fresh ideas. 
 

As we all get older and approach retirement, 
it would be nice to be able to both ride our 
bikes and make a few extra bucks.  Here are 
a few ideas that just might work. 
How about a mobile Coffee Stand?  You 
could be a Biker Barista.  Truly a mobile beverage service.  You could add a trailer for 

Ice and blender for those hot day drinks, nonalcoholic 
of course. 
 
Even a better idea would be a bike merged to a 
Traeger Smoker.  Pull in the nearest bike rally and 
start pumping out the delicious Traeger hardwood 
smoke and you 
will be the hit.   
Burgers, Brats, 
Steaks and 

Chicken all in your “Smoking Sidecar” business.  
Not only could you make a few bucks, but you 
would never be hungry.  And what a way to make 
new friends.    (Cont. next page) 
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.(DIRECTORS CORNER, Continued from page two) 
 
 

More ideas if you want to get in food services here is your hotdog or ice 
cream stand already to hit the road.   
 
With the dump bike, how about a landscaping 
or delivery business?  This one could work 
for hauling all kinds of things from lawn clip-
pings to firewood. Just customize these with a 
Harley front end and some black and orange 
paint... 

...Back to reality! 
If you have great ideas for activities or rides that you would like us to help you 
schedule, please let me or any officer know.  You can reach me at tddostart@gmail.com.  
  
See you out there on the road.  Ride safe! 
Tom 

CATHERINES CORNER 
From the desk of Catherine Dostart,  
Assistant Director,  NCHOG 
 

As the calendar gets closer to fall, it’s time to start planning the NCHOG events calendar for 
2020.  As NCHOG Officers, we rely on input from everyone to create new ideas and help with 
ongoing group activities. I hope you’ll consider serving as an officer or take part in planning 
one or more of our fun events. 
 

Once a year, HOG Officers get an opportunity to attend Harley Officer Training, a large two 
day event put on by the Harley Owners Group. In 2019 it was in Bellevue, WA then the next 
closest have been in Reno, Las Vegas and Albuquerque. The days activities and meals are 
provided by HOG, individuals cover their own travel and hotel expenses.  Just something for 
our local chapter to take advantage of in the coming year. 
 
When this goes to print, the Fred Smith Memorial Ride and Celebration will have happened. 
I’d like to thank all of you who stepped up to help show our support for Lorie Smith and her 
family. Fred and Lorie sponsored our Harley Owners Group since it’s beginning in 1988. Our 
membership continues to ebb and flow, however our base stays strong and will continue for 
many years to come, thanks to those past and present. 
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 A TRIBUTE TO FRED 
 

 
 
 
 
The Harley Davidson community recently suffered a great loss with the death of Fred Smith...a 
respected and beloved friend and brother.  Thank you to Safety Officer, BP Scott  for writing 
this beautiful tribute to Fred….. 
 
The Harley-Davidson Riding community of the Pacific Northwest recently lost an icon, Fred Smith, a wonder-
ful human being who was also a business leader, mentor to many, husband, father, grandfather and my good 
friend. 
 
It was always an honor to ride with him and I have great memories and stories to remember. Recently, I was 
provided with an archive of newsletters that chronicled not only his current legacy, the newly owned North 
Cascades Harley-Davidson but his ‘baby’, Skagit Harley-Davidson, which he owned for many years. 
 
To say that Fred Smith is a legend in riding circles would be an understatement. His 40 plus years involvement 
in the motorcycle community ranged from parts guy, mechanic, repair shop, sales and service, and of course, 
his signature dealership in Burlington. 
 
What impressed me most in reviewing these HOG newsletters was his complete commitment to the riding 
community and his family, which often were one in the same. Stories abound about his generosity and spirit of 
self he gave to, well, just about everyone. Fred was a friend to any and all, often to those riders who did not 
reciprocate, nor appreciate Fred’s great heart and kindness. He was no pushover, and his success with business 
and people was based in his goodwill and kindness to those he met through his many public and private activi-
ties. 
 
I met Fred soon after he sold his dealership and started to concentrate on his retirement and his legacy group, 
the September 500 Crew, of which he was a founding member. Fred asked me to become a 500 Brother and I 
gratefully accepted. On our many long-distance rides, I enjoyed his stories of people he met, places he trav-
eled, business awards he won and many of the crazy adventures we would come to know on such journeys. To 
have such private campfire discussions with him was a 
joy for me. He always answered my questions with 
honesty and sincerity and he never broke his word to 
me nor did he spend any time speaking ill of anyone. 
He was humble and grateful. 
 
Of course, very few men undertake so much and be-
come a success without the loving help of a dedicated 
partner. Fred’s wife, Lorie, was there every step of the 
way and although at times the challenges were daunt-
ing, they persevered and achieved a level of success, 
and love rarely achieved and matched by few. Working 
together, side by side in all dealership activities, was a 
key to their success. We mustn’t forget his many pub-
lic, and often private contributions to his church com-
munity and extended family, to which he was dedi-
cated. He was generous. 
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If my recollection is correct, Fred started our current HOG chapter those many years ago and supported it in 
every way. While reviewing those newsletters, I saw many old and dedicated current HOG members who are 
helping to keep his memory, and the spirit of our riding brother and sisterhood, intact. Fred would have wanted 
it that way. 
 
Although I do not have the distinct honor of knowing him from those early, formative years, I will always have 
the very best honor of knowing him in these recent years in the pure spirit of riding and brotherhood. My 
friendship with Fred Smith started the first day we met and continued unabated until that very last, sad day. 
 
The motorcycle industry and community are changing in many ways, and its successful history is based in part 
on the hard work of dealers and friends such as Fred.  He was a true pioneer in the growth of Pacific Northwest 
riding, the likes of which we may never see again. 
 
If one didn’t know Fred personally, trust me when it is said you would have liked him from the start. If you did 
know him, you knew you had a friend to the end. To that end, he was many things to many people, but at his 
core, a kind and decent man - who loved to ride. 
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COOL STUFF 
So Mister Excitement is back with another episode of “How HOGS have 
fun.”   brought to you by……..  

 

 ACME, the only products that 
coyotes trust 
 

 

          Chuck Roast,  The best in BBQ! 

 
 

Layabouts and Slackers Union,  
Our Motto:  “Why do it today when you can do it Tomorrow”   
 

 

So here is what’s in Store 
Pistol Shoot For Sunday September the 29th.   Meet at the range behind NCHD at 10am. 

HOG Trough Will be at Rhodes River Ranch at 6pm, Thursday, September 19th.  

Brewery and Spirits Tour coming in October!   Take a tour of local Breweries and 
Distilleries in our area DTBD.   We do need designated drivers just in case….if you have an RV or Truck and 
would like to volunteer to transport our inebriates, that will be a plus.  

We will have another Golf Tournament later this year.  The Gallery should be huge, but the prizes 
not so much. 

Bowling with Hogs in November.   Hey!  All you Pinheads better show up! 

Don't forget the Christmas Party!   Costco is already shipping in 
decorations.    

 

        Remember it’s your Chapter, so lets make it a good one! 

                                               Jan,  aka Mr Excitment  

 



  North Cascade Chapter 3587 H.O.G.     www.northcascadeshog.com  7 

 MORE COOL STUFF 

NCHOG MEETING 
 

First Sunday meeting is at  American Legion 
in Sedro-Woolley.  Meeting starts at 10 am.  
Doors open at 8:30am with the kind folks 
from the Legion preparing an excellent 

breakfast including all the good stuff, coffee 
and juice for a great price!  Hang out before 
the meeting and catch up with each other! 

 

OFFICERS MEETING 
The Officer meetings generally occur the 

Tuesday before the general meeting at 
5:30pm.  Location is Foothills Toyota.  

Check the calendar for the exact dates.  Any 
member is welcome to sit in at the Officers 

Meeting. 

HEY!!  Make sure you 
join NCHOG’s   

Facebook group at  
 

facebook.com/groups/nchog 
This is where you can stay in touch with 

group activities, member comments and see 
pictures that have been submitted.  It’s easy 

to log on to Facebook and so it’s easy to 
stay up to date with chapter postings!  Try 

it……..you’ll like it!! 
 

and while you are clicking 
around and surfing 

around….visit our website: 
 

www.northcascadeshog.com 

LADIES OF 
HARLEY 

A get-together for the ladies each 
month!  

LOH Officer - Joan Oxford                
Third Tuesday of each month, we meet 
in the back room at Bob’s Burgers & 
Brew for camaraderie and good food.    

 

 HOG TROUGH 
Hog Trough Dinners are usually held once a 
month with surprise locations announced in 
advance.  Thanks to the efforts of Jan, aka 
“Mr. Excitement”, each months dinner 
locations vary in menu and location making 
it pretty easy to get out of the house and 
spend some kick-back time with other 
members.  
 

Do you have a favorite neighborhood eatery 
to suggest?  One 
that would handle 
and welcome a 
larger group?  Let 
Jan know!  See 
you there! 
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EDITORS DESK 
Well……….where to begin??  So many things running thru my mind.  The fact that my 
motorcycle was laid up for a good part of the summer kept me from enjoying it.  I am 
riding again so all is good.  The end of the year is approaching and it will be time to 
nominate and elect new officers.  The question is will members rise to the challenge and 
volunteer?  Having a functioning chapter just doesn’t happen.  Having a great chapter takes 
a lot of work!  We have a great chapter with some dedicated members.  However, many of 
those folks have been carrying too much of the load for too long.  Will others step up and 
do their part?  I hope so.  Harley-Davidson is changing right before our eyes.  You could 
say we are witnessing history.  The introduction of the electric motorcycle (aka The 
Livewire) is happening as we speak.  Harley is moving to market to a new demographic 
while trying to keep the faithful, faithful.   
The weather this year has been …….different……….at least to me, for typical western 
Washington summer weather.  There’s been lots of clouds and temps fairly low.  Sure there 
have been nice days and frankly I don’t need or want it to be in the mid 80’s to 90’s.    I 
like the upper 60’s and low 70’s.  Even eastern Washington has had some unusually mild 
weather.  With my Harley in the shop for almost 2 months I’ve still been able to log almost 
6,000 miles so far.  Last week I got to roll over to Winthrop for the second time this year 
with my friends from Arizona and Stan Bryant.  On Sunday we planned a Mount Baker 
ride and crossed paths with Ron and Dwayne along with Doni and Stephanie.   
Another interesting thing we were able to do is take the Ultimate Bonding Class in 
Anacortes.  This is a 5 hour course, all riding, no classroom, that deals with slow speed 
handling, maneuvering and control.  The concept of using controls, throttle, rear brake and 
clutch friction zone is the primary focus of this course.  It was very challenging physically 
but well worth the time and money 
spent.  However, new skills need to 
be practiced and honed and work 
this summer has been busy for me 
and is certainly interfering with my 
hobbies!  As always, thanks to 
those that have contributed stories 
and information to our newsletter.  
It is greatly appreciated.  Keep 
those cards and letters coming!  
Catch you later. 
 
~Jerry, Editor 
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Hello to all NCHOG members! 
 
We are currently around 127 members and just a friendly reminder that 
you need to keep your national HOG membership current to be able to 
maintain your membership to a HOG chapter.   
 
Can you believe it’s already September, if you haven’t gotten out on a 
ride yet, don’t wait too long, the good riding weather will be gone 

before you know it!  
 

Just a reminder to all...please don’t drive or ride under the influence of alcohol or drugs!  My 
family and I lost a nephew on July 5th to a drunk driver.  What a senseless death and could 
have been avoided just by being a responsible person when consuming alcohol.  
 
We are coming up on that time of the year for the officers nomination’s.  We are hoping for 
some new people to step up and take on a role as an NCHOG Officer in 2020.  I myself have 
served for 3 years as the membership officer and am needing someone to accept the  role next 
year. I wont just drop in into your lap and run I will help get you through the worst part and 
that’s the renewal after the first of the year, so if anyone is interested get a hold of me and I 
can give more details on what is expected for this role.  
 

    Here is a quote that I came across hopefully it makes you think before you take that next       
              ride…. 

"You are on your own. You are not protected by two tons of steel, rubber, foam padding and 
safety glass. Neither are you steering two tons of guided missile toward other cars, people and 
property. If you are prepared to accept the responsibility of your own actions, then 
motorcycling can be both safe and thrilling. Riding is an art as well as a craft and no amount 
of explanation can take the place of experience. 
― Theresa Wallach, Easy Motorcycle Riding, 1970 
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BACK TO BASICS 
You are never too experienced for a refresher course!  This months top 
10 basic safety tips come from Aaron Gunderson and the Insurance 
Institute for Highway Safety….  

1. Gear up. 
Contrary to popular belief, looking cool is not the top priority when getting on your bike. No matter how hot it 
is outside, shorts, a T-shirt and sandals are not proper riding attire. Even jeans provide minimal protection 
against injury and road rash if you happen to slide. You can go for extreme protection with leathers or 
reinforced jackets, pants and boots. 
Glasses or goggles are a must if you have an open-faced helmet and to protect your hands, you should always 
wear gloves. In warm weather there is specially designed gear that is intended for ventilation and cooling. And, 
it should go without saying, never ride without a DOT-approved helmet. It doesn’t matter if you look silly 
because it will help keep you alive. 
 

2. Stay in the comfort zone. 
Know your abilities and make sure that neither your chosen route nor motorcycle is more than you can handle. 
Your bike should fit you; that means that your feet should be able to rest flat on the ground when seated – no 
tiptoes.  And if the bike feels too heavy for you, it probably is. 
You want to be able to easily get on and off your motorcycle and the handlebars and controls should be easy for 
you to reach. The more familiar you are with your route, the easier it will be for you to focus on safety instead 
of not missing a turn. And if you’re riding with a group, don’t push yourself just to keep up with the pack. 
Always ride to your comfort level, not theirs. 
 

3. Inspect your ride. 
Give your bike a good once-over before hitting the road. Things you should check out every time you get on 
your motorcycle include tire pressure, mirrors and lights. Taking a quick walk around your bike will give you 
an idea if there are any loose bolts, leaks or other potential mechanical hazards. 
You also need to be diligent about regular care and maintenance. Don’t delay fixing something that needs 
attention, conduct all recommended regular maintenance including oil changes, chain and suspension 
adjustments, and stay on top of brake pad and tire wear. 
 

4. Use your head. 
While mirrors are there for a reason, you can’t solely rely on them to remain aware of what is in your immediate 
riding space. To keep cognizant of your surroundings and your position in relationship to those around you, you 
need to use your head. 
Experienced riders know that it’s important to keep your head and eyes up while rounding corners and that the 
safest way to change lanes is to actually turn and look over your shoulder to make sure you are clear. You will 
also be able to get a feeling for whether other drivers are paying attention to you. 
 

5. Watch the road. 
As a motorcyclist, you need to pay attention to the road you are riding on. Err on the side of caution when going 
into curves; be vigilant for potential gravel or other unstable road conditions. Be careful when crossing rail road 
tracks because the paint can be slippery – the same goes for the white lines at stoplights. 
 

(Continued on page 15) 
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EVENT CALENDAR 
Tuesday, September 3rd —NCHOG Officers Meeting.  5:30pm-6:30(ish).  All 
HOG members are welcome.  Foothills Toyota Conference Room, 1881 Bouslog Road 
Burlington 
 
 

Saturday, September 7th — First Saturday Ride with Road Captain Rick. 
Meet at Holiday Market, kick stands up at 9:00.  Iron Goat Trail on Hwy 2 and lunch at Zeke’s 
Drive-in, 
 

Sunday, Sept 8th — NCHOG BARBECUE PICNIC AND MEETING!! 
 Join us for our Annual Barbecue at Washington Park in Anacortes.  Meet at the Dealership at 
9:00 if you would like to ride to the meeting/BBQ with the group, or meet us at the park.  
Meeting starts at 10:00 with the BBQ to follow.   
 
Sunday, September 15th — Third Sunday Ride.  All rides start at 9:00, 
destination to be determined.  Meet at Holiday Market. 
 

 

Tuesday September 17th — Ladies of Harley Meeting, 5:30 at Bob’s Burgers & 
Brew, 9394 Old Hwy 99, Burlington for camaraderie and good food!                                           
 

Thursday, September 19th — HOG Trough,  Rhodes River Ranch in Arlington.  
Dinner starts at 6:00 p.m.  Great food and even better company! 
 
 

Friday & Saturday, September 20-21 — OYSTER FUN WEEKEND.  
North Cascades Harley-Davidson Dealership Event.   
 

Sunday, September 22nd — Oyster Run to Anacortes. 
 
Sunday, September 29th — Pistol Shoot.  Meet at the range behind North 
Cascades Harley-Davidson at 10:00 
 

Tuesday, October 1st — NCHOG Officers Meeting.  5:30pm-6:30(ish).  All HOG 
members are welcome.  Foothills Toyota Conference Room. 
 

Saturday, October 5th — First Saturday 
Ride.  Kickstands up at 9:00 
 
Sunday, October 6th — NCHOG Meeting.  
Breakfast served at 8:30, Meeting starts at 10:00.  
American Legion Hall, Sedro-Woolley.              
All NCHOG members are encouraged to attend. 
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PICTURES! 
I get by with a little help from my friends….. 
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SECRETARY’S THOUGHTS 
 
August 4, 2019 NCHOG 1st Sunday Meeting Minutes 
30 folks in the room with 21 bikes outside. 
Secretary Jerry calls the meeting to order at 10am. 
Chaplain Mark says a short prayer and notes recent violence, accidents and deaths plus the loss of Fred. 
Jerry goes over some details regarding the Fred Smith Memorial Ride and notes that information is contained in the 
newsletter.  Also talks about the need for volunteers for not only Fred's Service but other dealer events.  Sign up sheets 
are on the table. 
Next months meeting is the picnic meeting in Anacortes.  September 8th.  Details explained.  Jan notes that he and Chet 
will do the grocery shopping and that others have volunteered to help with food prep etc. 
Moving to Officer Reports...... 
Editor says there are a few copies of the newsletter available on the table for those not having email access to it. 
Activities Jan is hoping to get an idea about  
attendance for the picnic in order to purchase food.  Possibly another Pistol Shoot later this year.  Hog Trough on the 
26th at Bob's Burgers and Brew Cook Rd. 
After Meeting Ride will be the South Skagit Hwy with lunch in Stanwood at Jimmy's Pizza and Pasta. 
Head Road Captain Ron notes the Burn Run is August 11th.  Meet at Skagit Casino at 9am.  Also, the Fred Smith 
Memorial Ride is leaving from the dealership August 17th at 10am.  He is trying to organize law enforcement 
escorts.  Possibly 100 to 600 bikes.  Next Road Captain Meeting is at Mount Vernon Denny's on August 31 at 9am. 
Membership Steve tells the group that our membership is currently at 120.  Not getting any new members from the 
dealership or otherwise. He suggests that we all take it upon ourselves to bring in new members. 
Photographer Jack thanks the group for sending in pictures during his absence.  He will be gone again in September.  No 
reports from Historian, LOH, Webmaster, dealership. 
Safety Officer BP shares his thoughts about Fred's accident. Obviously very shaken by it.  Uses the tragedy to stress the 
importance of being responsible for yourself always.  
Dwayne and Ron have purchased new bikes. 
Jan notes that there are a lot of hay trucks on the road spewing hay and whatever. 
BP makes a motion that the group make up "business cards" that can be given out to folks we encounter while riding to 
entice them to attend and join the chapter.  These cards will be good for a free breakfast when the holder attends a 
meeting.  (It is noted that the Chapter has plenty of money in the bank and in fact, several in the room say they 
personally would pay for the free breakfasts).  The motion is seconded.  Secretary Jerry asks the room for a show of 
hands with everyone in the room raising their hands to agree that free breakfast 
cards would be a good way to attract new members.  BP as a graphic designer will 
move forward with a design for the cards. 
 

Drawings are held with winners: 
Stephanie Porter free breakfast. 
Jack $25 gift card. 
Kiwi wins the door prize and picks a new black hat. 
Debbie wins the 50/50 again with a total of $69! 
 

Stan plays a song "Streets of Gold" by the Queens Bluegrass Band to honor 
Fred.  Catherine had noted at the Officer Meeting that Fred is the reason the 
chapter has a Chaplain. 
Debbie shares a story about Fred. 
Chaplain Mark says a short closing prayer. 
 

Marjorie makes a motion that the group send flowers to Fred's Memorial 
Service.  BP suggests $100 be spent and the motion is seconded and there is 
universal agreement on sending of flowers.   Hoping that Catherine can arrange 
this or direct someone to make sure flowers are ordered. 
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Top 10 Basic Safety tips continued from page 10… 

6. Find your happy place. 
One of the biggest dangers to a rider is getting on your bike in the wrong state of mind. Riding angry, drowsy 
or distracted can be a recipe for disaster. Remember, when you’re on a motorcycle you are ultimately the only 
one on the road looking out for you. If your mind and emotions are anywhere other than the road ahead, you 
are susceptible to making rookie mistakes that can end in a crash, injuries or worse. 
 

7. Know the forecast. 
Weather is a regular foil to perfect driving conditions and the dangers of wet or icy roads multiply when you’re 
on two wheels. Not only do you have half the stability of a car, but the lack of a windshield and your body’s 
exposure to driving rain add to the risk. 
Lack of visibility is a rider’s worst nightmare and until you’ve been caught on your bike in the rain you will 
never understand just how much being pelted by rain drops at 50 or even 30 miles per hour can hurt. 
 

8. Make sure two isn’t a crowd. 
Who doesn’t want to cruise around with a hottie riding on back? But you need to make sure you are 
comfortable with a passenger and also make sure that your passenger knows how to do their part to make sure 
the ride stays safe and sexy. Something safe and sweet is ensuring your passenger has the right gear. 
They need a helmet, protective clothing and the right shoes. You also need to make sure they know what to do 
when you turn corners or need to stop. It might be a good idea to take a test run together in a safe environment 
like a parking lot before hitting the open road or the stop-and-go of city traffic. 
 

9. Brake for motorcycles. 
Just because you’re on a motorcycle doesn’t make it any easier for you to see other motorcycles. Always 
double-check when changing lanes or turning. You also need to practice braking in all sorts of conditions. 
To make sure that a quick stop won’t result in tragedy, always give extra space to the vehicles in front of you 
and know how to stop on a dime without locking your brakes. In fact, you might want to upgrade to anti-lock 
brakes. According to IIHS research, having ABS brakes on your bike can reduce your chances of being in a 
fatal accident by 37 percent. 

 

10. Spread the love 
There’s no denying that motorcycles are often 
overlooked or regarded as the second-class citizens of the 
road. As a rider, you have the chance to help make that 
different. When you’re on the road, always drive as if 
you are an ambassador for motorcyclists everywhere. 
Ride with courtesy, care and awareness that you are 
representing motorcycles for those around you. Don’t let 
an urge to prove a point or retaliate against an 
inconsiderate driver overwhelm your better judgment – 
after all, that takes away all the joy, which is why you’re 
riding in the first place. 
When all is said and done it boils down to this: wear your 
gear, know your bike and know your abilities. You can’t 
control your environment but you can control how you 
react to it. What other tips do you have to stay safe and 
sane on two wheels? 




