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 ROAD TIME 

Directors Corner 
As I look out at the white expanse of snow in my yard, I know we 
are all beginning to make plans for this riding season.  Walking 
past the motorcycles in the garage, at least I was fortunate enough 
to have a quad with a snow blade, so I could avoid the fun of 
shoveling the driveway and still get out there for a ride, even if it 
was just back and forth on the driveway. My three neighbors also 
benefitted from my having fun in the snow. 
Here are a couple of updates for now.  The FBR is now planned 
and we will have the list of hotels out soon.  This year the dates 
are May 23rd through 27th or 28th.  On Thursday we will travel 
from Burlington to Wenatchee for the 1st night, then on Friday to 
Clarkston, WA for the 2nd night.  On Saturday, we will be on a 

new route, from Clarkston WA to Meridian ID. Sunday will take us across eastern OR to 
Bend.  Monday we will travel to Pateros, WA and finally home on Tuesday morning.  
There may be a few of the group going home on Monday from Bend.  We currently have 
12 bikes and 17 people signed up to go.  The signup sheet will be at the Sunday meeting 
if you are thinking about a late May adventure. 
The Central OR (Sisters) ride is also planned.  Dates are July 31st - August 4th or 5th.  
This signup sheet will also be at the Sunday Meeting.  Be sure to make your reservations 
for the motel in Sisters, Best Western Ponderosa Lodge, (541) 549-1234.  Because we 
compete with an annual golf tournament, the rooms will book quickly.  Be sure to tell 
them you are with the Harley group. 
As we hopefully move out of the days of snow, there are a few riding tips for early spring 
riding whether it is for a short or long ride, for your comfort and success. 

Dress for Success.  Staying warm, dry and comfortable prevents the shivers, numb hands 
and staying focused on the road.  Using the layering technique works wonders, as you 
can add or remove clothing as the day changes. Our electric heated apparel helps greatly.  
I was not an advocate of heated gear until a brief ride on a January day at 15 degrees.  5 
miles felt like 50, and I was soon the owner of a heated jacket and heated grips. 
Suiting Up:   One of the key pieces of winter gear is a good rainsuit.  Not only will it 
keep you dry, but blocks the wind and can add a lot of warmth, even on a sunny but cold 
day.  Waterproof boots also make a great addition.  If you don’t have waterproof boots 
try putting plastic grocery bags on over your socks, then your boots.  Having dry feet 
makes that ride much more pleasant. 
Heads Up:  Dig around in the closet and find your full face or modular helmet.  This 
helmet coupled with a neck gaiter or Buff will keep your face and neck warm.  To keep 
your face shield from fogging, you can install a clear Pinlock anti-fog insert lens.  This 
works great in preventing the face shield from fogging!!  One note, Pinlock anti-fog 
inserts do reduce some light, so be careful if riding at dusk or at night. 

Check it out.  Now that you are ready to ride, be sure to check out your motorcycle. A 
good reference is the Motorcycle Safety Foundation’s T-CLOCS checklist.  T-CLOCS 
Stands for Tires, Controls, Lights, Oil, Chassis and Stand. More details on this can be 
found at msf-usa.org. 
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Tires, Belts and Enhanced Oxidation.  Check those tires.  You may have put your ride away last fall 
thinking that I will change the tires in the spring, remember?  Check your tire pressure and inspect the belt 
drive.  The last thing you need is to be stranded miles from home with a flat tire or broken belt.  You thought it 
was cold riding, but nothing like standing on the road for an hour waiting to be rescued.  Your bike will also be 
happier if you pre and post check it for dirt and oxidation.  A clean bike is a happy bike. 
A Sleighing We Go.  Remember that all the riding skills and safety techniques that we use in warm and dry 
weather are now even more important.  These include staying visible in the gray day conditions, watching your 
following distances, being aware of lane conditions and having a plan for your escape route.  Also watch for 
sand, gravel and salt on the road leftover from those frosty mornings. Finally, beware of driver’s blind spots, 
which may be impaired by rain or fogged windows. 

Know When to Fold’em.  (Thanks Kenny Rogers).  The weather forecast is going to be your best friend.  
Although not always 100% accurate, knowing the possibility of nasty weather is a good thing. As 
motorcyclists we don’t have to follow the Postal Service Creed.  As I paraphrase “neither snow nor rain nor 
heat nor gloom of night stays these riders from the swift completion of their appointed rounds”.  Sometimes 
staying home with a nice cuppa Joe is the best choice!! 
Ride safe and we will see you on the road!  Stay warm and dry! 
 

           Lets Ride!    ~Tom 

 

FROM THE EDITOR…... 

ROAD TIME (Cont) 

WHERE THERE 
IS A WILL 

THERE IS A 
WAY! 

 

“Hey, it’s only 21 
inches…” 
 
(Or…..”Know when to fold “em) 

 
OR…...DO NOT TRY THIS AT HOME…. 
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 MEMBER SPOTLIGHT 

MEET BUZZ!  We recently asked  “Buzz” to share a bit about himself.  We already knew he has a 
keen sense of humor...but we learned other interesting facts…. 
 

Got out of the Navy, MOB #5, June 1959.   Aug.’59 tried out a 1956 Goldstar BSA.  It ran on 1 
cylinder until the RPM got to about 1,000 then the 2nd cylinder took hold.  I had to scoot forward then 
to recapture hold or reach the darn handle bars.  Seems the little carbon thingee for the 2 cylinder wire 
was worn to short.  I bought the bike anyway. 
     My second mc purchase after the Goldstar passed away was a Royal Enfield Indian.  That bike ran 
for years with proper maintenance.  Once you hit 80mph it went 79, 78, 77. You get the picture.  The 
clutch had little cork spacers and needed many adjustments, and lots of love.  
The 70’s were the dirt years with several Honda’s, Yamaha’s, a Bultaco, and one Husky.  If you could 
get it started, you better be ridin’! 
When Darlene and I met, I had a Yamaha 650.  Then she sent me to buy a Harley.  But with 4 kids, I 
came home with a Yamaha 1100 and 0 payments. 
In the spring of 89-90, we traded the Yamaha 1100 for a 1988 FLHS, candy brandy wine color. 
Darlene told Jeff, salesman at Skagit Harley, “It’s gonna take a lot fewer Coffee Nudges for the last 
100 miles.” 
Later, the second year on that bike, God was making an appeal for our hearts.  At a rally in Coos Bay, 
Ore. With 3 Smith and Kerrns in front of Darlene, He prompted me with, “You’ve been searching Me, 
so what are you doing here.”  I told Darlene we had to leave, so we left.  Later, I told Dar what had 
happened when we got to our motel.  She smiled, “He could have waited ‘til I finished my drinks!”  
That was our last drink. Sober 27 years. Thank God.  A very memorable rally for us. 
Our first out of state ride to Missoula started early in the day.  We thought we would stop at Kellogg, 
Id. for the day.  Arrived there at 11:15am so just had pie and coffee, then we went on to Missoula for 
the night.  Just keep the wheel turning. 
How special it is to have someone to ride with.  Darlene and I are very blessed. We’ve ridden 175,000 
miles together.  Enjoyed rain, snow, smells, good and not so good, and the people.   
The people, well they’re the best part.  That’s 
why we’re here, you know. And HOG riders 
are the best!  They’re forever friends who 
won’t leave you stranded by the road side. 
Our present bike is a 2001 Heritage Softtail 
which we hope to be able to ride more this 
year than we did last year while dealing with 
some health issues.   
We meet people who ask, “Are you two still 
riding?  Why?”  We think, If I have to explain, 
you wouldn’t understand. 
 

         Love God, Love People, Buzz 
 

 

 

  



  North Cascade Chapter 3587 H.O.G.   www.northcascadeshog.com        5 

 

 
 

BIKE BLESSINGS 
 

Most of you know that Buzz, Stan, Mark and Terry are all  members of 
the Christian Motorcycle Association (CMA).  As such they are 
authorized to administer bike blessings and also prayer to support 
those feeling a need for divine guidance. 
 
NCHOG is planning a group (or individual) blessing after an upcoming meeting.  We will plan 
it hoping for a nice day where lots of folks ride to the meeting.  Details to follow.  Watch the 
Mailchimp, website and Facebook page for an update.  
 
In the meantime, feel free to ask any of these fine gentlemen for a blessing any time! 
 

 SAFETY WITHIN 

 
 
 

GEARING UP FOR THE SEASON with Safety Officer, BP Scott 
 

Well, we finally got a taste of the winter that has escaped us for a few years. It left many bikes in the garage 
with the hope of warm weather to come. Here are just a few safety thoughts, some you may have heard, seen 
or considered before. 
 

Bike modifications: If you modify your bike during the winter, be sure to familiarize and get comfortable with 
them before rides, especially long rides. Ape handlebars, new brakes, tires, seats or lighting. 
 

Stage kits: The higher horsepower kits are good and useful, but make sure your skills match those of your in-
tended speed expectations. 
 

Seat: Modified seats, either solo or with a passenger, affect balance and control, especially when stopped. 
Your dealership will help with proper fitment. 
 

Forward controls: If a change is in order to move standard position controls to forward position, be advised 
these modifications will change all sorts of ride sensations. Resist the effort to drop your feet to search for 
brake and shifter. 
 

Limit lines: I will say, and write it again, that those large limit lines at intersections are there for a reason. 
Don't crowd them (left turning traffic from your right,) and always leave room for a car to back up if needed. 
 

Lane change.  Use your turn signal indicator, and hand signal if needed, before changing lanes. Doing both at 
the same time promotes confusion for other drivers and a distraction for you. 
 

Lastly, if you do get out soon, remember there is lots of sand and gravel on the roads after the snow, causing 
unexpected slick conditions. 
 

Now, get up, get suited and we will see each other on the road…….BP 

 SAFETY WITHOUT 
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 COOL STUFF 

FROM OUR ACTIVITIES DIRECTOR... 
Mr. Excitement is back for another month of interesting, informative and fun 
events!!  
 

Sponsored by:   Harry’s Screen Doors for Submarines  
                                                  Portland Cement Festival 
                                    Layabouts and Slackers Union    Our Motto “ W hy do it today when we                            

                       can do it tomorrow! ”  
I am hoping this year’s events will allow more of our membership to participate in what 
promises to be a very successful social, and riding calendar. 
 
MARCH 
The HOG Trough will be at the Longhorn in Bow Edison on Thursday, March 21 at 6pm. 
 
APRIL 
We will be having  the Spring Rifle Shoot at the Plantation Shooting Range on Sunday, April 
14, gates open at 10am.  Be early, as it is first come first served. 
In addition the HOG Trough will be at the Conway Pub in Conway on Thursday, April 18 at 
6pm. 
 
MAY 
The HOG Masters Golf Tournament will be at Steins Tap 
House and Mini Golf in Arlington on Sunday, May 12. Tee 
up at 10 am. Team and Individual Prizes will be awarded. 
HOG Trough for May will be on the Thursday, May 16 at 
6pm because of the FBR Run the following week.  
Location will be at Sports Keg in Burlington. 
 
JUNE 
Stay tuned 
 
Thank you and join in, it’s YOUR Chapter! 
Lets continue to make it a great success!! 
 
                ~~Mr. Excitement AKA Jan 
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 MORE COOL STUFF 

NCHOG MEETING 
 

First Sunday meetings is at  American legion 
in Sedro-Woolley.  Meeting starts at 10 am 
but come early and enjoy a great breakfast 

for a small charge. Great opportunity to visit 
and find out what is going on in the           

upcoming month.  
 

OFFICERS MEETING 
The Officer meetings generally occur the 

Tuesday before the general meeting at 
5:30pm.  Location is Foothills Toyota.  

Check the calendar for the exact dates.  Any 
member is welcome to sit in at the Officers 

Meeting. 

Make sure you join 
NCHOG’s   

Facebook group at  
 

facebook.com/groups/nchog 
 
 

and visit our website: 
 

www.northcascadeshog.com 

LADIES OF 
HARLEY 

Encouraging women members to take 
an  active part in Chapter activities  

LOH Officer - Joan Oxford               
206-949-4916  

Third Tuesday of each month, we meet 
in the back room at Bob’s Burgers & 
Brew for camaraderie and good food.    
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 OFFICERS ROUND TABLE 

 

CART LIST 
The CART List has been updated…. What is the 
CART list you ask?  Well if you are out riding and 
your bike has a problem and you are in need of 
someone to help you get it home… call these 
guys they will come get you.   
Snohomish:        Ron Fisk 425-870-4174 & Edie 
425-870-4173 
 

Wenatchee:        Gordon and Mary Quehrn 
(summer) Arizona (winter) 425-238-2904 
 

Stanwood:           Mark Reeves 425-210-1221 
 

Camano Island:   Dave  AND Michelle Ballard 
360-202-0438  or 425-359-0880  
 

Oak Harbor:         Jim Wihlborg 360-679-3028 

Anacortes:           Curtis Ducken 360-202-3864 
 

 Snohomish:         Pam and Dick Stewart   
Home (425) 334-4290  Cell (425) 359-9182                   

HOG News ~ Did you know? 
Assistant Director, Catherine D. 
 

Are you thinking about An activity that might 
be fun for the whole Chapter?   Here are a few 
guidelines from our Charter to help you get 
started.  
  

H.O.G. Chapter Charter: 
ARTICLE VIII – RIDES & ACTIVITIES 
Chapter events and activities are the sole 
responsibility of the local chapter and 
sponsoring Dealership. All chapter activities 
shall have the sponsoring Dealer/H.O.G.® 
Manager approval. These events and activities 
may include any family-oriented, safe and 
legal activities that promote a positive image 
of the Harley-Davidson® lifestyle and that 
appeal to the chapter membership. 
A. Chapters must hold a minimum of four 
closed riding events per year. 
B. Closed events are chapter events which are 
open to chapter members and one guest per 
member. 
C. Open events are events open to everyone. 
D. Any event contracts should be read and 
approved by the sponsoring Dealer and/or the 
chapter’s H.O.G.® Manager prior to being 
signed by an officer. 
 
 

Lets all ride safe between the legal lines when 
it comes to Chapter 
events!  
 

     ~Catherine 
 

 
Catherine Dostart 
360-202-4418 
cdostart@gmail.com 
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SEAT TIME 
 

A VENUE For Members to share their favorite rides...past, present 
or future.  This month from Howard B.  

 

 “I would like to think I haven’t been on my favorite ride yet...”   
 My favorite riding is the sunshine at about 80 degrees on fast sweeping curves, but even that isn’t 
enough to be a great ride.  The best rides are a combination of roads, conditions and who I am riding 
with.  In my opinion, the best rides are best because of who you ride with.     
 
I bought my first motorcycle in 1967 when I was 11.  I paid $219.95 at Aurora Cycle in Seattle for a 
50cc Caper Cycle with 4 speeds and a real clutch.  I put $50.00 down and made $16.58 payments 
every month from money I made on my paper route.  There were about 10 of us in the neighborhood 
with minibikes.  We rode together almost every day.  Motorcycles and the brotherhood have been in 
my blood for virtually my whole life.  These are my best childhood friends.   
 
In my bulletproof years growing up, I mostly rode dirt bikes.  We (same guys) were constantly in 
search of more speed and more air.  Our 2 stroke bikes all had compression releases.  If you were 
around us, you heard the loud pipes revving up to gain speed followed by release of compression to 
slow us down without having to hit the brakes.  We would do this all day in the woods in our 
neighborhood just outside the Seattle city limits which is now the City of Shoreline.  In high school, 
my main mode of transportation was a blue Suzuki 185 Sierra.  I rode that thing everywhere.   
 
In college and still living at home, I bought and sold used bikes to turn for a profit.  I would start 
buying them around Thanksgiving and continue buying them through the end of the year.  I would just 
park them in my parent’s garage until the sun came out and the weather got warmer.  When it was 
time to sell them, I would pay the girls across the street to clean them up for me.  I would usually sell 
them for way more than I paid for them.  Because of this, I’ve owned dozens of dirt and street bikes 
over the years.   
 
In 2001 I bought a used Honda Shadow 1100.  It was my introduction to touring type bikes.  I had 
several friends with Harley’s and I wanted to ride with them.  I found out that I was only semi-
welcome on a Honda.  It didn’t take long before I had to make the move.  I bought my first Harley in 
2002 and joined HOG and NCHOG and made a whole new group of friends.   
 
I have been a member of NCHOG for 17 years now.  In that time, I’m guessing I have been on 8-10 
FBR’s, numerous local and regional HOG rally’s, a National HOG Rally to Milwaukee, “Sturgis” and 
umpteen long weekend rides.  I did a week-long trip from Mazatlán to Durango Mexico over the 
“Devils Backbone” with Mark Reeves and the editors of American Iron Magazine.  I’ve ridden in 
Canada and Hawaii.  Rode to New Orleans and back with Paul and Bad Tom, Vegas by myself a 
couple of times and most recently Reno for Street Vibrations with Jan, Keith and Jerry Corona. 
(Continued on page 12) 
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 WEAVES & WOBBLES  

A Good Safety Tip from our Treasurer Len Northrup…. 
 

 I was thinking about the Four Corners Ride that I was lucky enough to take with friends a few years ago. One 
of the many pleasures of that trip was riding through West Texas where the speed limit is 85 MPH. The road 
was in great shape, and with no other traffic I felt comfortable setting the cruise control, sitting back with my 
feet on the highway pegs, and with the wind in my face letting the miles click off. Everything was humming 
along like it is supposed to and it was a great day. Fortunately the bikes performed flawlessly. However, on 
another ride, in another town, in similar circumstances, one of our intrepid members had a very different 
experience - a significant wobble/weave started at a high rate of speed. Through riding experience, and 
perhaps spiritual intervention, he was able to recover to ride again. So,what is a Wobble and/or Weave, what 
do you do about it? The following article, found in  Rider Magazine  (November 2009 edition), will help to 
answer that question.... 
 

“There are some aspects of motorcycles that motorcycle manufacturers are reluctant to talk about. Weave and 
wobble are two of them. Either can put you down and hurt you, so you need to know what these things are, and 
how to prevent their onset. We all know that motorcycles are not inherently stable. When stationary, they 
require stands to hold them up, and when in motion, they must have a balance of dynamic forces to keep them 
upright and pointed properly. Should those stabilizing forces become inadequate, motorcycles weave or 
wobble and sometimes fall over. 
 

Your Harley consists of two main sections, the front and the rear. Everything that moves with the handlebar is 
the front; everything else is the rear. They pivot around one another at the steering head. Anytime you ride, 
both parts are trying to wiggle like upset gyroscopes. If the rear wiggles and doesn’t stop, it is a weave. If the 
front wiggles and doesn’t stop, it is a wobble. The faster you go, the more powerful those weaves and wobbles 
can become. Speed matters. 
 

This natural tendency to weave or wobble is resisted by friction between tires and roadway. When a wheel is 
turned from the straight-ahead direction by a pebble, expansion joint or whatever, its tire produces a torque 
that works to straighten the wheel and everything attached to it. You may notice only a small and very 
temporary wiggle of the handlebar or seat. Thousands of hours of development and testing are behind making 
this event a minor one. Stability is a complicated matter. 
 

Every component from the tire to those steering-head bearings must do its part to ensure that the wiggle stops. 
Steering-head bearings are the most critical and merit special attention; they must be exactingly adjusted; there 
is no “good enough.” Tires must be properly inflated. Wheel bearings must have minimum play. Spokes must 
be tight. The rocker bearings on a Springer must be correctly adjusted. Suspension dampers must work 
properly. The swing arm pivot must be firm. Rubber engine mounts and control links on FLs must be without 
significant play. More than one bagger has gone down because its control links were worn out, and they can 
wear out as often as every 25,000 miles. The ship must be tight. 
It must also, in critical ways, remain close to stock. Earlier I mentioned that both the front and rear try to 
wiggle (weave or wobble) when you are under way. They tend to wiggle at a particular frequency. Fronts 
typically have a frequency of six to 10 complete cycles per second, and rears 3 or 4. 
Harley has tuned its bikes to damp the frequencies of each model. You can easily change these frequencies and 
get in trouble by doing so. 
Anytime you add weight to the front or rear sections of your bike, you change its natural wiggle rate. The 
effect is very small if the weight is near the center. A piece of lead tied to a handgrip is more destabilizing than 
if  it were tied to the center of the handlebar. Similarly, a weight back up in a Tour-Pak is more likely to  
weave than if you were sitting on it.    (Continued on Page 14) 
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SMILE! 
I get by with a little help from my friends….. 
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SEAT TIME (cont from Pg 9) 
 

A Favorite Ride from Howard B. (Continued from Page 9) 
 

My first FBR was warm and dry but the next year it poured the whole time.  There were about 20 bikes and I 
remember it as one of the most miserable 125 miles I have ever spent on a motorcycle.  However, later that 
night we stood around the parking lot of the hotel safe and dry passing around some homemade “Apple Pie” 
that Roadkill made.  The parking lot became a tradition with Allen and Jan bringing something called 
“Aquavit” on later trips.   
 

On another FBR we split into fast and slow groups. Don Carter led the fast group and was it fast.  I didn’t see 
much of Lolo Pass that year but I remember the exhilaration of covering 70 plus miles of sweeping turns in 
nothing flat.  One night we stayed at a hotel across the road from Flathead Lake in Montana.  We didn’t want 
to go anywhere so we just ordered a bunch of pizza’s and partied in the parking lot.  See the pattern?  Ken Lee 
ordered Pepperoni pizza with Pineapple on it.  To this day it is still my favorite kind of pizza.   
 

When we were still spending the final night of FBR’s at the Omak Inn, we had an initiation ritual for FBR first 
timers to earn their patch.  I can’t tell you what it is though.  It is a solemn secret.  On one of those dinner/
initiation nights NCHOG was kidnapped.  I have never seen Hope as mad as she was that night.  Yes, I was 
involved in that one.  She thought Paul was too.  He wasn’t.  FBR’s alone have created some of my best ride 
memories and some of my best friendships.   
 

At the regional HOG rally in Billings I rode the Beartooth in just jeans and a T-shirt with Danny Rosales.  It 
doesn’t sound like a big deal in August but it was cold.  Tom, Paul and I came through there right after Labor 
Day a few years later and there was too much snow to even attempt it.  That was on our way back from 
Milwaukee for the 105th.  On that trip we out ran a big storm in South Dakota.  We could see it coming and if 
we didn’t outrun it, we would have to hole up and wait it out.  We ran our bikes as fast as they would go for 
close to an hour.  Another memorable moment with my brothers.   
 

I could write a whole article about riding to New Orleans and back with Paul and Tom.  We were gone for 3 
weeks and covered 6,500 miles.  We changed our route to avoid tornados in Texas and drank Hurricane’s in 
the French Quarter, we baked in the heat of Oklahoma on the way out 
and geared up for heavy rain in Oklahoma on the way back. It was the 
trip of a lifetime.  I have already made several trips of a lifetime and 
there are more to come.     
 

Tom and Catherine have planned several great adventures to Sisters 
Oregon.  They are usually hotter in temperature than I like, and we’ve 
had to deal with both wildfire smoke and butterflies.  But, it is always a 
great trip with a great bar.  Events include; “The Three Hour Tour”, 
afternoons at the pool, trips to the brewery and distilleries and the final 
night’s dinner.  The perfect combination to make lifelong friends.   One 
year coming back from Sisters through I-5 in Tacoma on Sunday.  It was 
raining so hard that all I could see were the taillights on Lindy’s bike in 
front of me.  I was soaked and nervous but I trust riding behind her.  I 
just followed where she went and we all made it home safely.  
 

That brings me back to my main point.  Life is about relationships with 
the people you care about.  HOG life, is no different.  Hang out with 
people you like and ride with people you trust.  More than the roads and 
the weather, it’s the people that make the best rides.  
 

         Catch you on the road…..Howard 
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MARCH EVENTS 

All events are open to every HOG member.  If you have any 
questions, please feel free to contact any officer for more 

information! 
Lets Ride! 

Saturday, March 2nd—First Saturday Ride. 10:00 am to 3:00 pm.  Meet in the 
parking lot at North Cascades Harley Davidson, 1337 S Goldenrod Rd, Burlington. 
Sunday, March 3rd —NCHOG March Chapter meeting.  Breakfast served from 
8:30-10:00.  Meeting at 10:00.  American Legion Hall, 701 Murdock St, Sedro-Woolley. 
Sunday, March 3rd —After Meeting Ride.  Kickstands up at 11:30.  Jan will be 
leading us on a three island ride. 
Sunday, March 17th —Third Sunday Ride. 10:00 am to 3:00 pm.  Meet in the 
parking lot at North Cascades Harley Davidson, 1337 S Goldenrod Rd, Burlington. 
Tuesday, March 19th —Ladies of Harley meet.  Bobs Burgers and Brew, 9394 Old 
Hwy 99 North, Burlington. 
Saturday, March 23rd —Chilly Chili Ride!  10:00am to 1:00pm.  North Cascades 
Harley Davidson, 1337 S Goldenrod Rd, Burlington.  This fun event is sponsored by North 
Cascades HD Dealership and promises to be a brrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrery good time!  More 
information on Page 18 of this newsletter. 
Tuesday, April 2nd —NCHOG Officers Meeting.  5:30pm-6:30(ish).  All HOG 
members are welcome.  Foothills Toyota Conference Room, 1881 Bouslog Road Burlington  
Saturday, April 6th —First Saturday Ride.  10:00 am to 3:00 pm.  Meet in the 
parking lot at North Cascades Harley Davidson, 1337 S Goldenrod Rd, Burlington. 

“
T

he best things in life are 
dangerous...M

otorcycles and 
w

om
en” 

~~A
nonym

ous 
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WEAVES & WOBBLES (Cont from Pg 10) 

(Note: Harley’s Tour-paks and saddlebags are engineered to safely accept specified loads. Pay attention to 
these limits.) 
Aerodynamics also matter. Harley’s windshields have compound curves and allow air to flow smoothly around 
them. Some of you may remember when the old flat windshields would sometimes cause a speed wobble. Air 
spilling unevenly around those shields would pump the handlebar from side to side and overcome the bike’s 
damping reserve. Big square boxes high up on the rear can lead to a weave. More than once, I have stopped a 
customer’s weave problem by simply removing the box they bolted on the back. 
What to do if you get into a weave or a wobble: 
 

Weave: 
You can almost always get out of a weave. It’s mostly a matter of knowing what to do and having a little space 
to do it. I’ve had weaves start when entering corners at high speed and thanks to preparedness I’m still here. 
• If you’re cornering when a weave starts, do not straighten up. Going vertical seems to be our gut reaction to 
any riding emergency. Train yourself not to do that. 
• Continue to steer. You still have control of the front and can pretty much go where you need to go. 
• Apply the front brake. Apply it as hard as can be done safely. The quicker you lose speed, the quicker the 
weave stops. A weave is speed dependent; the faster you go the more likely it is to happen. 
 

Wobble: 
A full lock-to-lock wobble is very dangerous and usually results in a crash. You cannot steer and your bike 
will continue in the direction it was headed when the wobble started. 
• If there is room and time, gently apply the rear brake. Braking may intensify the wobble but the bike will still 
slow. Slowing will stop the wobble although the speed at which it stops will be lower than the speed at which 
it started. 
• If you are headed for a wall or some similar deadly obstacle and it becomes clear that you are going to hit 
it—bail off. It is the better choice. A wobbling motorcycle decelerates at about one-eighth g. A rider sliding 
along slows at closer to 1 g. You’ll stop sooner and in less distance than the motorcycle. 
• Wobbles, like weaves, are speed dependent. They typically begin above 75 mph. However, if the steering 
bearings are loose, a wobble can begin as low as 45 mph.” 
 

Finally: 
I have never examined a weaving or wobbling stock Harley-Davidson motorcycle that did not have a fault. 
Most were maintenance or wear related. A few developed weaves from being loaded improperly. 
I remember one Springer that had loose rocker bearings, loose spokes, and loose front-wheel bearings. The 
owner had paid for service he never received; none of those parts had been touched since they left the factory 
even though he had paid for a couple of services. 
Any number of FL touring bikes have delivered their riders a weave or two because the upper and/or front sta-
bilizer links were worn and loose. Be sure to check yours. 
I recently examined a Softail that had been lowered. It was stable until the rider loaded his bags for a cross-
country trip. At 75 mph the bike developed a weave and he fell with injury. At stock height and with full sus-
pension travel this accident most likely would not have happened. 
Should you be unsure about whether you have a tight ship, have it checked over by someone you trust. Al-
though few of us will experience either a weave or a wobble, I want the number to be zero—please pass the 
words.         

                  Let’s Ride!  ~Len 
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Hello to all NCHOG members! 
Wow, February was NOT the best weather for getting out on the bike, which means March will 
HAVE TO BRING better weather! 
This year HOG changed the way that they are doing 
their training and are calling it the Regional Officers 
Connection (ROC). One change was that there would 
only be 1 day of training instead of 2. This year the 
training for are area was held in Bellevue. Being so 
close to  home I didn’t have to take time off work, 
schedule a flight or a hotel room (keeping the cost 
down) so I was able to attend this year again though I 
wasn’t sure what to expect with the changes.  A couple of days before the training the weather 
prediction called for snow and they were correct!  I got up Saturday morning, (the day of the 
training) to about 10” of snow but that didn’t stop me from going. The commute going down 
was not that bad at all.  Having left early there were only a few cars out on the road. When I 
arrived it was obvious that not many ventured out and most people that were there came in the 
day before. I was told that about 100 people registered, I did a count and there were 50 people 
that made it. As usual I got a lot out of the training and if anyone is interested in what is going 
on with the motor company hunt me up and I will share more details. I think that if anyone is 
thinking of becoming an officer now this training would provide some very useful information.   
One of the biggest things that I got from this year and previous years is that we are a riding 
club and that most members want to ride. They don’t want to sit in meetings or in restaurants 
or be stuck doing charity work all the time. They joined to get out and ride with other bikers 
and have fun.  Thank you!  Steve~ 

 
 
 

Hello Ladies, 
The Ladies of Harley meet the third TUESDAY of every month at 
Bobs Burger and Brew off Cook Road. 5:30 Dinner and 6:30 
meeting.  
This month in March, we are going to spend our time talking 
about things and stuff we would like to do this year. Maybe we 
can nail down some dates for activities.  
 I didn't make it to the Officers training event because of the snow. Sorry!  
 Take care and I look forward to seeing you at the meeting.   ~ Joanie 
 

LADIES OF HARLEY 
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 HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVE  

A look at the history of Harley Owners Groups (HOG) 
From Historian, Dwayne Porter  (Part 2 ~ Continued from February)   
 
In recent years, H.O.G. chapters in the U.S. have become more self-sufficient, withdrawing from Milwaukee’s 
hand-holding. There is still the annual officer training, as well as for state rally chairpersons, but some regional 
managers have been incorporated into Harley’s marketing department, assisting dealer events and other 
functions. The growth of H.O.G. has been overseas, in foreign countries, where progress has been 
phenomenal. 
Overseas H.O.G. activity commenced in the late 1980s, but there have been Harley events in Europe for 
generations. As far back as 1964, there was a Harley Jamboree sponsored by the Brussels Harley-Davidson 
Riders Club Tremeloo in Flemish Brabant. Only a few years after H.O.G. was established in the U.S., 
European Harley riders caught the spark. In 1989, Europe’s first H.O.G. chapter, Rolling Hills H.O.G., was 
formed in England. The first European H.O.G. Rally was held in 1991, in Cheltenham, England, with 3,500 
attendees. The second European H.O.G. Rally was held the next year in Colmar, France. From then, H.O.G. 
mushroomed into a large and sprawling event team.  H.O.G. set up an international headquarters in 
Moerfelden, Germany, in 1995. Since then, Europe has staged H.O.G. rallies annually in exotic locations such 
as St-Tropez, Rome, Barcelona, Killarney, and in most European capitals. In 2014, there will be a Pan-
European Posse Ride, the fourth, from Berlin to Valencia, passing through Switzerland and France. Over 100 
members will enjoy 16 days of touring. 

It was not only Europe that caught the H.O.G. fever. The first Japanese H.O.G. Rally bloomed in 1996. That 
same year, a H.O.G. chapter was established in Lebanon. In 2000, Brazil was the site of the first South 
American Regional H.O.G. Rally. In 2009, the “1st Mainland China Rally” originated; there have been four 
subsequent China rallies. H.O.G. has spread to the Middle East, to South Africa, to a military base in Sicily, to 
Australia, New Zealand and most of the Far East. There is a H.O.G. magazine, in several languages, that has 
published four issues. Its best is yet to come. 

What is H.O.G. to be in the future? H.O.G. is breathtakingly varied; impossible to grasp easily. It has so many 
facets—national and international—that one is stunned at its picturesque complexity. Undoubtedly, the digital 
age will tweak the familiar H.O.G., adding new dimensions to a successful enterprise. For example, the U.S. 
H.O.G. magazine, which replaced H.O.G. Tales and The Enthusiast, now offers members a digital version for 
iPad and other electronic devices. This is only the beginning. 

Yet, reduced to the basics, H.O.G. is easy to understand. Its mantra, “Ride and Have Fun,” is maddeningly 
simplistic, but translates colorfully into many languages—”Ride et amusez-vous,” “Paseo y divertirse,” 
“Reiten und Spaßhaben,” “Komfortjazdyizabawy,” and “Viaggiare e divertirsi.” Nigel Villiers, director of 
H.O.G. and Customer Experience International, said it best. “Sharing experiences or road stories over 
chicken’s feet in Beijing, a ‘barbie’ in Australia, or a longhorn steak in Texas is what makes it all worthwhile 
to me.” Or, as Mae West once said, “Too much of a good thing is wonderful.” 

The chronicle of H.O.G. is one of accommodation and innovation. It’s safe to say that no other organization 
has comprised such an exacting following. The best ideas in H.O.G.’s history have reflected the passion of its 
members; the pressure to get better, to do better, to be better has always been upward. It’s also true that no  
(Continued on Page 17) 

 
 



HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVE (Cont from Pg 16)                                                                    
other motorcycling organization in history has successfully answered the demands of its members for so long a 
period. H.O.G. has responded with local chapters for those who enjoy the provincial scene, and with rallies—
state, regional, national, and international—for those who follow the sun and believe that life begins on the off
-ramp. The next passage is dawning. Now. 

What I really like about the group is the brother/sisterhood mentality. Doesn’t matter what your race or 
religion, your income bracket, the country, state or region you are from, or your politics. The only 
requirements being you own or ride on the back of a Harley, you’re a good person that wants to be around 
other good people, who want to be out on their ride! Whether it’s to leave the craziness of the world we live in 
behind, to recharge our batteries, reboot our minds, (WIND THERAPY) or just wanting to explore new 
adventures, seeing and experiencing new roads, places and people along the way.  

Hope you enjoyed the article!!!  Dwayne ~ 

From Chapter Chaplain Mark Reeves 

The story is told of two shopkeepers who were bitter rivals. They spent each day keeping track 
of each other’s business. If one got a customer, he would smile triumphantly at his rival.       

One night an angel appeared to one of the shopkeepers in a dream and said, “I will give you 
anything you ask, but whatever you receive, your competitor will receive twice as much. What 
is your desire?” The man frowned and then said, “Strike me blind in one eye.” Now that’s 
jealousy of the worst kind! 

March verse James 1:22-25 
22 Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what it says. 23 

Anyone who listens to the word but does not do what it says is like someone who looks at his 
face in a mirror 24 and, after looking at himself, goes 
away and immediately forgets what he looks like. 25 

But whoever looks intently into the perfect law that 
gives freedom, and continues in it—not forgetting 
what they have heard, but doing it—they will be 
blessed in what they do. 

 
Ride Safe, 
               Chaplain Mark 
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 NOURISHMENT FOR THE SOUL  
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February Chapter Meeting Minutes 
(Please note that the minutes are abbreviated and condensed, much like “bullet 
points”.  Space constrictions force me to shorten these minutes.  I apologize for 
any omission of what might be construed as important). 
 

February 3rd, 2019  
  

Meeting called to order by Director Tom.  A word of prayer 
from Chaplain Mark.  Head Road Captain Ron informs us 
that the 1st Saturday ride will be led by Allen and will visit 3 lakes and lunch in 
Arlington.  Also ride information is to be posted on the calendar.  After meeting 
rides will resume in March.  Next Road Captain meeting is April 13.  We have 2 
new members, Mike and John riding an 83 Shovel and a 2014 Road Glide 
respectively.  Assistant Director Catherine speaks about the 365 Challenge and 
reminds us to check the calendar frequently.  Tom notes that he will send out news 
twice a month now.  Couples night will be February 9th.  Jan has the pool shoot on 
the 23rd in Sedro.  Also planned are the HOG Trough dinners and some other fun 
stuff.  See the calendar for that info.  Webmaster Terry notes that Road Captain 
information is now posted on our website including all waivers and forms etc.  
Editor/Secretary Jerry asks that we all consider using Amazon Smile to designate 
the Burned Children’s Foundation as our charity of choice.  Treasurer Len says we 
have money and the books “are open if anyone wants to see them”.   Safety Guy 
BP tells the group about an interesting website called “ridelikeapro.com”.  
Discusses being on your toes when approaching intersections etc.  Joanie with the 
LOH info.  Membership Officer Steve says we currently have 90 paid members.  
Photographer Jack’s son is showing his motorcycle building prowess in the ONE 
MOTO SHOW in Portland on February 8-10.  Vince will have his Summer 
Solstice Ride in June.  Keith is leading a Picnic Ride on 6/1.  Ron and Tom present 
patches for the Road HOG and Super Road HOG.  Note that the “point system” is 
now dead and gone.  Please send all newsletter submissions to the Editor by the 
16th of February.  Door prizes are given.  Mark closes with a short prayer.  
 
Secretary Jerry (good) 
 
 

 LOOK WHAT YOU MISSED!  
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